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Talk does not cook rice

That’s a Chinese saying, and it’s so true. 

You can talk all you want about your plans but they end right there if you’re unable to 
take steps to accomplish them. With this year coming to an end, it’s time you gather 
the courage to accept where you currently stand. 

Have you applied for the scholarship that could take some burden off your fi nances? 

Have you sat for the exam that could open the door to the career of your dreams? 

Have you attended the seminar that could guide you to your courses? 

Have you met with the course counselor who could advise on your future career? 

It’s all about planning and working hard to make those plans a reality. Nothing reveals 
your character more than your determination to succeed.

To help get things on the right track is what the easyuni.com Ultimate University Guide 
all about. We keep our readers at the core of our focus. Like every issue, we have 
some very instructive articles to guide you in making informed decisions about your 
future career. Like the magazine you’re now holding, with a fresh and clean design, 
our website has been redesigned to make it more intuitive and user-friendly. 

For instance, now, you not only get to see universities based on your subjects and 
study level but also fi lter your search results based on rankings, tuition fees and many 
more preferences. For example, if you’re looking for a university with a low fee, you 
can just set your budget preference using our slider and fi nd the universities which fall 
under your budget range. Similarly, if a student is looking for top universities, just sort 
the search results by rankings. It’s that easy. 

Till we meet again next year, I leave you with a gem from the father of invention himself, 
Thomas Alva Edison: “Genius is 1 percent inspiration, 99 percent perspiration”. 

It’s time for you to shine. 

Edwin Tay          

Editor’s Note

    CEO  
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UNITAR International University has fi ve intakes in January, 

March, June, September and November. Students from 

all over Malaysia can apply and register at UNITAR at our 

new main campus in Kelana Jaya or at 10 of our Regional 

Centres in Alor Setar, Johor Bahru, Penang, Kota Bharu, Kota 

Kinabalu, Kuching, Melaka, Ipoh, Port Dickson and Jengka. 

With over 60 programmes to choose from, student can 

choose to register for our Faculty of Business and Information 

Technology, Faculty of Education and Social Sciences, 

Faculty of Early Childhood Studies, Faculty of Hospitality and 

Tourism Management, School of Foundation and General 

Studies. Our vision is to be the leading innovative social 

sciences university within Malaysia and in the ASEAN region. 

Bringing education to you
The University’s new 15 storey main campus in Kelana Jaya 

provides students a relaxed and cozy environment to study. It 

has extensive facilities such as student lounge, library, dance 

studio and fl exible classrooms and is located to amenities 

such as Giant Hypermarket, Paradigm Mall, Empire Shopping 

Gallery, Sunway Pyramid and Subang Parade. 

Students not only have to study at our main campus, but 

have the option to study at our 10 regional centres across 

Malaysia in Alor Setar, Johor Bahru, Penang, Kota Bharu, Kota 

Kinabalu, Kuching, Melaka, Ipoh, Port Dickson and Jengka. 

By having these regional centres, UNITAR is dedicated to 

bring education to you, with affordable fees.

Industry partnerships – A pathway to             
guaranteed jobs
UNITAR partners with 16 strategic industry experts and is 

based on specifi c industries for each faculty to ensure top-

notch collaboration with students and faculties involved. 

UNITAR’s collaborations are to ensure students learn best 

industry practices before they take the leap into the working 

world.

UNITAR’s strategic industry partners are Maxis Berhad, 

Themed Attractions and Resorts Sdn Bhd - the operators of 

Kidzania, LEGOLAND and Puteri Harbour, coffee chain San 

Francisco Coffee, Boustead Hotels and Resorts – which is 

the operator of The Royale Bintang, Royal Chulan and Royal 

Aryani hotel chains, internet protocol experts IVS Seraya AVS, 

the Oxford Business Group, Pearson Publishing, the London 

English Academy and many more.

One Degree – Two countries
The quality of International partnerships with local 

universities is a benchmark of a local university’s stature. 

Through UNITAR International University’s partnerships, you 

are provided the option to experience university life in the 

United Kingdom, Australia and France together with globally 

recognized universities. 

With these strategic partnerships, you will have the opportunity 

to expand your knowledge not just in your studies, but also 

enrich yourself with new cultures, new contacts and build 

invaluable relationships with peers from around the world. 

UNITAR students to join universities in the United Kingdom 

and Australia with a direct second year entry. 

The two universities in the United Kingdom are University 

of Central Lancashire and University of Bradford whereas 

in Australia, the partnerships are with renowned universities 

which are University of Tasmania (UTAS) and University 

of South Australia (UNISA). Students can also experience 

France with La Rochelle University through a student 

exchange programme.

UNITAR currently has four faculties and two schools which are:

• Faculty of Business Administration and Information 

Technology

• Faculty of Early Childhood Studies

• Faculty of Education and Social Sciences

• Faculty of Hospitality and Tourism Management

• School of Foundation and General Studies

• Asia Graduate School of Business

A d v e r t o r i a l

Apply Now To 
Join UNITAR 
International 
University

For interested students wanting to join UNITAR International 
University, please contact us at +603 - 7627 7200 or visit our 
website at www.unitar.my

For UNITAR Regional Centres (IRC’s), please contact:
Alor Setar  04-731-4305 | Johor Bahru 07-223-2178 | Penang 
04-262 1888 | Kota Bharu 09-743-3396 I Kota Kinabalu +6-08-
873-2020 | Kuching 08-241-3811| Melaka 06-281-7732 |  Ipoh 
05-527-7013 I Jengka 09-467-7777



KPJ Healthcare University College (KPJUC) is a Malaysian 

private university college located in Kota Seriemas Nilai, 

Negeri Sembilan and a member of KPJ Healthcare Berhad, 

the leading private healthcare provider in Malaysia. 

Established since 1991, it was previously known as Puteri 

Nursing College (PNC). It was the fi rst private nursing college 

in Malaysia to offer Diploma in Nursing programme and the 

fi rst private higher institution to obtain Diploma in Nursing 

accreditation by MQA in September 1991. In 2008, PNC was 

renamed KPJ International College of Nursing and Health 

Sciences. In May 2011, the institution achieved University 

College status and in September 2012, it is rebranded as KPJ 

Healthcare University College. 

KPJUC has produced fi ve thousand nurses and healthcare 

professionals with graduated with Master, Bachelor and Diploma 

qualifi cations. KPJUC has collaborated with Liverpool John 

Moores University (1997) in offering Certifi cate and Diploma in 

Peri-Operative and Operations Department Practice, and also 

worked with University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom (2009) 

to offer BSc (Hons) International Nursing. 

Today KPJUC boasts of more than 30 programmes, mostly 

home-grown, in pursuing its dream to achieve a full-fl edged 

university status in 2016.  The programmes range from PhD 

to Diplomas and Professional Certifi cates. All programmes 

obtained accreditation and approvals from Ministry of Education 

(MOE) and Malaysian Qualifi cations Agency (MQA), as well as 

fulfi lling the standards and criteria set by the respective boards 

for Medical, Pharmacy and Nursing programmes. 

KPJUC graduates have always been highly regarded 

for their competence through the teaching and learning 

experience they received at our university and hospitals. 

Backed by more than 25 KPJ Group of Specialist Hospitals, 

our students are exposed to hands-on and real clinical 

practice from top specialists of the country and the highly 

experienced healthcare professionals. In line with this trust, 

in 2012 KPJUC made a breakthrough when we were granted 

approval to run our fi rst Medical Specialist programme, the 

Master of Otorhinolaryngology (Head and Neck surgery). In 

2013, KPJUC was given another approval to offer Master in 

Paediatrics and just recently to run Master of Radiology. To 

date, KPJUC is the only private higher education institution 

in Malaysia to be given the privilege to run the Advanced 

Medical programmes. The full support of KPJ consultants 

and healthcare professionals set KPJUC and KPJ Colleges in 

Johor Baru and Penang apart from their competitors.

As the Vice President of KPJUC, Professor Dr. Durrishah binti 

Idrus says, “The institution guarantees the programmes are 

designed to equip our graduates with skills and competence 

needed at the workplace, and the teaching and learning 

experience keeps abreast with the latest developments in 

the industry”. She continues saying that, “KPJUC is building 

the next generation of highly employable and capable global 

citizens to contribute in shaping a sustainable future for all. 

The KPJUC team is committed to upholding the responsibility 

and accountability in educating these generation of thinkers 

and doers who drive new ideas and innovations that change 

the world for the better”. 

Its mission is to achieve the highest professionalism in 

healthcare education. The institution encourages and 

embraces new discoveries in human health and improving 

the lives and well-being of the community. The campus is 

well equipped with clinical skilled laboratories such as 

Nursing Skills Laboratory, IT Laboratory, Diagnostic and 

Imaging  Laboratory, the various nursing specialisation 

Skills Laboratory and Pharmacy Laboratory. It has spacious 

tutorial and classrooms, auditoriums and resources centre 

with e-sources. The students are provided with comfortable 

accommodation on campus. KPJUC is awarded with a 

‘5 star’ rating by MyQuest (Malaysian Quality Evaluation 

Systems for Privates Colleges) and is preparing itself to be 

assessed under MyRA.

Indeed, the transformation that KPJUC has for the past three 

years is a testimony that KPJUC has succeeded in providing 

a wholesome academic experience and ambience for its 

graduates. Our graduates are working with KPJ group of 

hospitals, as well at other private institutions, and with the 

government. Many are also working abroad, especially in the 

Middle East, as our Degrees and Certifi cates are recognised 

all over the world. Our philosophy for a healthy and informed 

society through integration of health education, research and 

comprehensive healthcare services is seriously being pursued. 

To achieve this faster, KPJUC invites those who are interested 

in the healthcare sector to be part of KPJUC as academic 

team and students. Our students receive various fi nancial 

assistance,  either loan or scholarships, from Tabung 

Pendidikan Tinggi Nasional (PTPTN), Majlis Amanah Raya 

(MARA), Yayasan-Yayasan Negeri or other fi nancial aids to 

assist students to enjoy the learning experience. 

Please call 1300-88-5758 or visit www.kpjuc.edu.my for more 
information and the information of next intakes. 

A d v e r t o r i a l

KPJ HEALTHCARE 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE





Pharmacy is a good 
alternative to medicine. 
If you thought medical 
studies is too long or 
would take too much 
time once you have a job, 
pharmacy would be a 
great choice.

MEDICINE & HEALTHCARE

Why Become 
A Pharmacist?

COURSES & C AREERS
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What is a Pharmacist?
Pharmacists are professionals in healthcare who 

focus on the effective and safe use of medication. 

Their studies encompass anatomy, physiology 

and pathology. Would-be pharmacists must also 

understand the biochemical actions of drugs 

and their use, the side effects and monitoring 

parameters, among others. 

People who study pharmacy usually become community pharmacists, also known as retail pharmacist or dispensing chemist. A community pharmacist is responsible for the control, dispense and distribution of medicine. They work according to legal and ethical guidelines to correctly and safely supply medical products to the public. 

Community pharmacists also sell over-the-counter 

medical products and instruct patients on the use 

of medicine and medical appliances. Some offer 

health checks like blood pressure monitoring and 

diabetes screening, run “stop smoking” clinics and 

programmes for weight reduction as well.

Pharmacists can also contribute to prescribing – also known as prescribing pharmacists – and administering certain types of medication. Pharmacists commonly work in hospitals, pharmacies, supermarkets and local healthcare centres.

Pharmacist are responsible for the 
quality of medicines they supply to 
patients. The medication provided 
must be approved by the national 
pharmaceutical regulatory board 
and the medicines prescribed would 
not cause any potential allergy or 
interfere with any other medication 
patients are taking. They also advise 
patients about medicines: how to 
take them and the possible side 
effects, and also answer any other 
questions a patient could have.

They also supervise the medicine’s 
supply chain and make sure the 
premises of the pharmacy and 
systems are fi t, and also advise 
doctors, nurses and care providers 
on the safe and effective use of 
medicines. Pharmacists also supervise 
the production and preparation 
of medicines and assessment of 
quality medicines at pharmaceutical 
manufacturers before they are 
supplied to patients. 

Some pharmacists are involved 
in research for pharmaceuticals, 
developing new drugs and testing all 
of their effects. Others work in life 
insurance companies and develop 
pharmacy benefi t packages as well 
as do cost-benefi t analyses of certain 
drugs. There are pharmacists who 
work for the government, manage 
care giving organisations such as old 
folks’ homes, learning centres for 
the disabled and the armed forces. 
Some are even employed part-time 
or full-time in academia as lecturers 
or research staff. 

NATURE OF THE WORK
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All pre-pharmacy students have to complete a pre-
university programme to be eligible for pharmacy 
school. It would take between three to four years to 
complete a Bachelor’s degree programme. Students 
who have completed their A-levels must possess 
at least 2As and a B for Chemistry and Biology, 
Mathematics or Physics. Pre-university students 
are not required to pursue any kind of specifi c 
majors as long as they have undertaken the core 
subjects mentioned above. Students who chose the 
International Baccalaureate route must pass the IB 
diploma with good grades in Chemistry, and at least 
one subject from Biology, Mathematics or Physics.

A Bachelor’s degree in pharmacy is usually the only 
requirement for any entry-level position. However, 
some countries such as the US and Pakistan require all 
pharmacists to hold a Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm. D.) 
professional degree before they can practise. Pharm. 
D. programmes take four years to complete and they 
prepare students for all aspects of the profession, 
including the technical, scientifi c and patient-care. 

On top of a qualifi cation, graduated pharmacists 
often have to undergo a pre-registration programme 
with their respective countries’ pharmacy board 
before completing their housemanship at public 
hospitals. For instance, pharmacists in Malaysia will 
have to undergo a one-year programme under the 
supervision of the Pharmacy Board of Malaysia before 
they will be granted a pharmacist’s license.

Some of the courses taught include Pathophysiology, 
Toxicology, disease treatments, Biopharmaceuticals, 
Pharmacy ethics and law, drug absorption rates, 
patient care and medicinal chemistry. 

Though it is not a requirement, many choose to 
take postgraduate training, which lasts from one 
to two years and enable training pharmacists to 
gain direct, patient-care experience in hospitals and 
healthcare facilities. The pharmacists may choose 
training specialising in drug information, emergency 
medicine, internal medicine, informatics, medication-
use safety, managed care pharmacy systems or 
pharmacotherapy, among others. Having undergone 
such training, these pharmacists are now more 
sought-after.

Qualifications and Training

Pharmacists usually multitask. They take 
prescriptions from patients, fi ll them and consult 

with them on pick-up dates and times, and spend 
plenty of time on the phone with doctors and 

insurance providers. They also have to deal with 
upset or frustrated customers, so they need to 

be patient and tolerant, as well as possess good 
communication skills. When they’re with patients, 

they have to listen and answer all kinds of questions. 
With doctors, they also have to listen well and make 

sure they get accurate prescription information. 
Therefore, pharmacists have to be good at listening 

and talking.

All pharmacists need strong skills in math to 
accurately prepare medicines and explain dosing to 
patients. Attention to detail is another crucial trait. 
Pharmacists need to accurately measure dosages 
and correctly label medicines, and a minor error 

could lead to incorrect use of  medication that can 
endanger the lives of patients. They also need to 
keep detailed records to track what’s been given 
out and what needs to be restocked and make 

recommendations to doctors.

Skills and Traits   
Pharmacists Need

Fun Facts About 
Pharmacology And 
Pharmacists
• Coca-Cola started off as a cough syrup made 

by a pharmacist in the 1800s. Back then, 
there were no licensing requirements to 
become a pharmacist.

• The 3,500-year-old Ebers Papyrus, said to 
be the earliest recordings of pharmaceutical 
recommendations, were found in Egypt and 
had information on 800 prescriptions that 
mentioned 700 medications.

• Of all health professionals, pharmacists 
have the most intensive training in chemical 
interactions and drugs for the prevention and 
treatment of disease.

• Community pharmacists dispense almost 
two million prescriptions each year, resolving 
43,800 incidents that could potentially result 
in serious harm.

• 84 percent of all adults visit a pharmacy 
every year.
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According to 2012 data from the 
US’ Bureau of Labour Statistics:

Working 
Conditions

Pharmacists work in clean, 
ventilated and well-lit areas. 
However, they might have 

to spend much of their time 
on their feet and barely sit 
down. When pharmacists 
are working with sterile of 

dangerous products, they have 
to wear gloves and, sometimes, 
even masks and other special 

protective equipment. 

It is extremely common for 
pharmacists to work not only 
during the day, but at night, 
weekends and sometimes 

holidays, especially in community 
hospitals and pharmacies. 
Consulting pharmacists 

sometimes travel to nursing 
homes or similar facilities to 

monitor the drug therapies of 
certain patients.

2. You help people

Pharmacists help patients feel better 
and get well as soon as possible by 
choosing the best medicines and 

minimise the number of side effects. 

4. Innovations in drug therapy

One of the most exciting developments 
of the pharmacy profession is a discipline 

called pharmacogenomics. The body’s 
response to a drug can be affected by 
variations in genes. Specialists in this 

area hope to sequence the entire human 
gene of each individual. This enables 

pharmacists and healthcare providers to 
use that info to select the best medicines 

for a specifi c patient, treat diseases 
earlier, and might even prevent them. 

5. Important member of healthcare team

The collaboration of healthcare professionals, 
such as physicians and pharmacists, can 

ensure patients properly take their medications 
as prescribed and avoid any harmful drug 
interactions. Pharmacists are important 

members of the healthcare team who work 
with other professionals to improve the quality 
of healthcare. Studies have shown that when 

a pharmacist is present on hospital rounds as a 
full member of the care team of a patient, there 
have been fewer cases of drug-dispensing errors. 

6. Interaction with patients

A pharmacist is always in close contact 
with patients through the dispensary 
of medicines and healthcare advice. 
Pharmacies are often located within 

residential communities and common 
shopping areas. 

The roles of pharmacists have long evolved from merely dispensing drugs to patients based on prescriptions from doctors. 
Pharmacists are now working hand-in-hand with doctors in treatment and disease management. Due to their growing importance in 

healthcare and society, the demand for pharmacists continues to grow.

Why You 
Should Become 

a Pharmacist?

51 per cent of 
pharmacists 

work at 
pharmacies and 

drug stores.

27 per cent of 
pharmacists 

work at either 
private, state or 
local hospitals.

9 per cent of 
pharmacists 

work at grocery 
stores.

7 per cent of 
pharmacists 

work at 
department 

stores.

6 per cent of 
pharmacists 

work at 
other general 
merchandise 

stores.

51%

27% 9%

7%

6%

1. Mobility, stability and fl exibility

Pharmacists are employable anywhere; all 
countries need them. Many pharmacists are 
able to establish non-traditional or part-time 
hours, depending on where they practice. 

3. Demand for pharmacists

Nowadays, pharmacists are in demand 
everywhere. Some of the reasons for this 
include increases in the population of the 
elderly, the number of prescriptions fi lled 
each year and the number of medicines 

available on the market. Such is the demand 
that pharmacy students often receive several 

job offers before they even graduate and 
obtain a license to practise.

11easyuni Guide 2014    Issue 4
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Some Popular Universities in Asia 
 offering Courses in Pharmacy

University of Technology Sydney (Australia)
Ranked: 272
Website: www.uts.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - ACER International Student Scholarship
    - AFTE Scholarship Program

Washington State University (United States)
Ranked: 366
Website: www.wsu.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - International Academic Awards
    - National Merit Scholarships

King Abdul Aziz University (Saudi Arabia)
Ranked: 360
Website: www.kau.edu.sa
Scholarships (partial list): - Postgraduate Scholarship

Mahidol University (Thailand)
Ranked: 40
Website: www.mahidol.ac.th/en
Scholarships (partial list): - Scholarship for high school potential students
    - MUIC scholarships

University of Southern California (United States)
Ranked: 125
Website: www.usc.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - International Freshman Academic

University of Santo Tomas (Philippines)
Ranked: 141
Website: www.ust.edu.ph
Scholarships (partial list): - Santo Tomas Scholarship
    - Santo Domingo de Guzman Scholarship

University of  Tokyo
Ranked: 10
Website: www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en
Scholarships (partial list): - Special Scholarship for International Students
    - Japanese Government Scholarship

University of Kansas (United States)
Ranked: 376
Website: www.ku.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - KU Scholarships
    - Private Scholarships
    - Transfer Scholarships

Airlangga University (Indonesia)
Ranked: 127
Website: www.unair.ac.id
Scholarships (partial list): - Program Biasiswa Pendidikan Pascasarjana Dalam Negeri

Taipei Medical University (Taiwan)
Ranked: 46
Website: www.tmu.edu.tw
Scholarships (partial list): - Ministry of Education (MOE) 
    - Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 
    - Taiwan ICDF Scholarship Program

Source: QS World University rankings by Subject (Pharmacy) 2014. Only 6 universities in Asia were included in the 
Top 400 universities for Pharmacy. Please visit www.topuniversities.com.





What 
is Chemical 

Engineering?
Generally, a chemical engineer takes 

available substances and fi gures out how 
to convert or combine those particular 

substances into consumer-friendly products, 
which includes the entire chemical process 

involved and materials needed. So a chemical 
engineer is responsible for the design, 

operability and safety of plants used to mass-
produce these products. Everything from 

the cereal you eat to the water you 
drink is the result of a chemical 

engineer’s hard work. 

Keen on making the world overall a better 
place to live in, starting with the things we 
use and the food we eat? A career in chemical 
engineering might be for you. 

Formulating 
Excellence: 
Chemical 
Engineering

ENGINEERING

COURSES & C AREERS
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What You Will 
Be Studying

You will learn the fundamentals of 
thermodynamics, fl uid dynamics and 
chemical reactions, plus many others. 

Students will also acquire the knowledge 
to design a sustainable and effi cient plant 

to maximise the manufacturing of products 
according to the required specifi cations. You 
will learn how to solve complex calculations 
with the aid of relevant industry-approved 

software and simulation tools, the 
use of which will be taught by 

qualifi ed professionals. 

Do You Have 
What It Takes?

At the very least, you will 
need a strong understanding 

in calculus and chemistry, which 
will help you develop a more 
productive manufacturing 

process and solve basic 
technical problems. 

The Route 
to Chemical 
Engineering

First, you’ll need to go through a 
pre-university course after your fi nal 

examination in Form 5 (SPM or O-Levels). 
You may choose from a variety of courses 
such as Foundation in Science, A-Levels, 

South Australian Matriculation (SAM) 
and many more. Of course, these 

courses have to include 
Mathematics, Chemistry 

and Physics.

If you’re 
already set on chemical 

engineering after SPM, you 
could do a diploma course 

straightaway, which can lead to 
job opportunities directly after 

graduating. All universities require 
students to have a certain 

degree of English-language 
skills and can speak and 

write profi ciently.

COURSES & C AREERS

But you won’t 
always be confi ned to a 

laboratory. Visits to and overseeing 
of operations at plants and factories 

are among a chemical engineer’s common 
duties. You will also need good people and 
stress management skills as supervising an 
entire plant can be taxing. Accidents can 
happen and the expertise of a chemical 
engineer will be needed in such cases. 
Good communication skills are needed 

to convey instructions clearly; a 
simple miscommunication can 

put many lives at risk.

BUT YOU WON’T 
ALWAYS BE 
CONFINED TO A 
LABORATORY



Salary and Industry 
Outlook

Depending on your preference 
and expertise, there are 

various industries you can 
choose from, such as oil and 
gas, healthcare and the food 

industry. 

Often, chemical engineers 
work in their own 

departments. For example, 
one can be responsible 

for inventing a process to 
manufacture products faster 
without compromising on 
quality while another may 

help out with operations at 
the factory or plant itself. You 
can specialise in various areas, 

taking into account your 
interests and skills.

The pay varies depending on 
your specifi c job scope. A 2013 
study in United States showed 

that chemical engineering 
is the fi fth highest earning 

degree with a median salary 
of slightly below US$90,000 
a year, joining petroleum and 
aerospace engineering in the 

top fi ve.

A report in The Star 
newspaper, meanwhile, 

stated that at least 200,000 
engineers are needed by 2020 
for Malaysia to be declared a 
developed nation. With such 
a high demand, expect the 

chemical engineering sector to 
fl ourish in the next few years.

Finding Solutions to Problems
Here are some real-life examples of how chemical engineers have 
found ingenious solutions to make life better:

Disposable diapers
At Proctor & Gamble (P&G), the company behind the Pringles 
and Gillette, Victor Mills contributed various improvements. 
For example, the chemical process that prevents oil from 
separating in peanut butter and the stackable design 
of the Pringles potato chip. Mills also found a way to 
turn traditional cloth nappies into absorbent leak-proof 
disposable diapers.

Post-It notes
The Post-It products are a staple in every home and offi ce, 
thanks to Spencer Silver and Arthur Fry. The “low-tack” 
adhesive Silver created let pieces of paper cling onto 
surfaces until they were removed with no damage to them 
or the surfaces. But he couldn’t fi nd a use for it until Fry 
came along, looking for a way to mark pages on a book.

Catalytic converter
Thanks to John Mooney and Carl D. Keith, inventors of 
the catalytic converter, pollution from petrol- and diesel-
burning vehicles can be minimised drastically. It is now 
considered one of the most important inventions in the 
automobile industry.

Clean water
Water is abundant on earth, but how much of it can be 
safely consumed? Chemical engineering helps purify water 
of harmful substances to produce something drinkable. 

Recycling
Do you know you are generating over 1.8kg of trash every 
single day on average? Recycling helps to reduce this by 
breaking down the components in waste and turning 
them into other materials. Over 75 per cent of our waste is 
recyclable. 

Inspired? Then you might have a rewarding career in chemical 
engineering. But if you are still unsure, there are many other 
branches of engineering such as biological engineering, material 
science, biotechnology and even food technology where you can 
indulge your interest in maths and science.
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Some Popular Universities in Asia offering 
Courses in Chemical Engineering

University Malaysia Pahang (Malaysia)
Ranked: 251
Website: www.ump.edu.my/en
Scholarships (partial list): - National Science Fellowship
    - University Post Graduate Research Scholar Scheme (PGD)

Chung Yuan Christian University (Taiwan)
Ranked: 260
Website: eng.cycu.edu.tw
Scholarships (partial list): - Non-CYCU scholarship
    - International Student Scholarship (Undergraduate) Scholarship

King Saud University (Saudi Arabia)
Ranked: 253
Website: ksu.edu.sa/en
Scholarships (partial list): - Scholarship for non-Saudi students

Nanyang Technological University(Singapore)
Ranked: 41
Website: www.ntu.edu.sg/Pages/home.aspx
Scholarships (partial list): - Nanyang Fellows Scholarship
    - NTU Research Scholarship
    - Singapore International Graduate Award (SINGA)

Inha University (South Korea)
Ranked: 96
Website: eng.inha.ac.kr
Scholarships (partial list): - Jungseok Scholarship
    - Manyungjae Scholarship
    - Entrance Scholarship
    - Global Talent Scholarship

Diponegoro University (Indonesia)
Ranked: 260
Website: webeng.undip.ac.id
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN University Network Scholarship

Indian Institute of  Technoloy Delhi (IITD)
Ranked: 38
Website: www.iitd.ac.in
Scholarships (partial list): - IIT Delhi, Merit Scholarship

Macquarie University
Ranked: 263
Website: mq.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - Macquarie University Merit Scholarship

Universiti Teknologi Petronas (Malaysia)
Ranked: 191
Website: www.utp.edu.my
Scholarships (partial list): - Yayasan UTP Scholarship

Indian  Institute of Technology Roorkee (IITR)
Ranked: 70
Website: www.iitr.ac.in
Scholarships (partial list): - Institute Merit-Cum-Means Scholarship
    - Trust Scholarship

Source: QS World University rankings by Subject (Chemical Engineering) 2014. 
Please visit www.topuniversities.com for more information.
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Established in 1993, the School of Graduate Studies is an 

educational service centre that is committed to ensuring that 

the postgraduate studies programmes offered by UPM are of 

international standard. 

Through a wide range of support services—from training 

programmes to fi nancial assistance—UPM-SGS not only 

aims to maintain the quality research environment that 

our postgraduate students thrive in, but also nurture their 

relationship with the university. 

Today, UPM-SGS continues to work towards developing 

programmes to address the changing academic and 

professional needs of postgraduate students. Our core 

services include: 

• Overseeing student enrolment

• Establishing collaborative programmes

• Securing fi nancial assistance for students

• Developing learning support programmes, encompassing 

supervision practice, career and professional skills 

development, and social skills development

UPM-SGS attracted over 1,000 potential students at the 

recent Postgraduate Education Fair 2014, and now offers 

13 international collaborative programmes. We also help 

to secure local and international scholarships for our best 

students, especially those in our speciality fi elds—agriculture, 

engineering, and science. 

Ensuring Quality in Postgraduate Education
Our unique supervision system has enabled us to attract top 

academicians from around the world to conduct essential 

skills training programmes for our students. All the training 

programmes in UPM-SGS are conducted by our esteemed 

faculty members, or by highly qualifi ed professionals with 

decades of experience in their respective fi elds. 

The overall aim of UPM-SGS is to produce more top-level 

Malaysian graduates who meet international standards of 

both public and private sectors. From a national perspective, 

this will have the added benefi tof reducing the country’s need 

to send students overseas to acquire knowledge and skills.  

At present, UPM offers 42 Masters programmes without 

thesis  (by coursework) and fi ve postgraduate programmes 

with thesis in 265 fi elds of study, which include the Doctor 

of Philosophy (PhD), Doctor of Engineering (DEng), Master 

of Arts (MA), Master of Science (MSc), as well as Master of 

Veterinary Science (MVSc).

International Collaborative Programmes
Under the UPM International Collaborative Programme 

(UPM-ICP) initiative, our postgraduate students undertake 

their studies both within UPM and in the partner institution, 

and are supervised by a joint committee comprising members 

from both institutions. 

UPM-SGS offers two types of collaborative programmes—

the Jointly Awarded Research Degree (JARD), in which 

students receive a jointly conferred degree upon completion 

of their studies, and the Dual Degree, where students receive 

two certifi cates from both UPM and the partner university. 

At present, we have forged links with eight universities from 

around the world:

• UPM-University of Sheffi eld (UK), Jointly Awarded             

PhD Degree

• UPM-Ajou University (South Korea), Dual Master of Science

• UPM-Kyushu Institute of Technology (Japan), Dual           

PhD Degree

• UPM-University of Newcastle (Australia), Jointly Awarded 

PhD Degree

• UPM-University of Nottingham (Malaysia), Dual PhD Degree

• UPM-University of Southern Queensland (Australia), Dual 

PhD Degree

• UPM-University of Glasgow (UK), Dual MSc Degree

• UPM-Naresuan University (Thailand), Dual MSc and       

PhD Degree

• UPM - M. Auezov South Kazakhstan State University 

(Kazakhstan), Dual MSc and PhD Degree

We aim to increase the number of UPM-ICP programmes 

to 13 universities by the end of 2014, and to continue to 

work towards enhancing the postgraduate experience of 

our students. 

A d v e r t o r i a l

Charting Quality 
Academic 
Programmes in 
Postgraduate 
Education

For more information, contact Mr. Saiful at saiful@upm.edu.my or     
visit School of Graduate Studies` website at www.sgs.upm.edy.my.

School of Graduate 
Studies, UPM
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Where Postgraduate Studies Lead To Cutting-edge Research

42 Masters programmes without Thesis
(by coursework)

Doctor of Engineering (DEng) – 
Industrial PhD in Engineering

-
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Mention the word “investment banker” 
or “investment banking” and most 
people will often think of corporate 
big wigs or men in suits. Yes, as an 
investment banker you might get to 
travel around the world or indulge 
yourself in fi ne-dining restaurants. All 
these could come with the job if you 
build a solid stream of networks and are 
excellent in what you do. You can expect 
to receive a bigger pay cheque than 
those who work in a typical nine-to-fi ve 
salaried job. 

ACCOUNTANCY & FINANCE

What               
Exactly is an 
Investment 
Banker?

COURSES & C AREERS



21easyuni Guide 2014    Issue 4

COURSES & C AREERS

But what exactly does an investment 
banker do? 

To begin with, an investment banker 
helps individuals and corporations 
interested in investing their money 
in bonds, stocks, hedge and mutual 
funds, provides professional advisory 
services for company mergers and 
acquisitions, and assists public and 
private companies in raising funds or 
money in the debt and equity capital 
markets. For instance, the fi nancing 
of large-scale projects, such as the 
construction of factories or highways, 
requires a huge amount of money up 
front. An application to receive a huge 
loan from commercial banks is often 
turned down due to the huge risk 
that comes with it. This is where the 
investment banker comes in to help 
fulfi l the projects by selling securities to 
a network of investors seeking a good 
return on investment (ROI).

Life as an investment 
banker
While it’s true that investment banking 
can be lucrative in a long run, it is no 
walk in the park if you are a kind of 
person who strongly believes in “work-
life balance”. You have to adapt to the 
unusually long hours and the stress of 
dealing with clients, and might have to 
sacrifi ce both personal and leisure time 
to do that.

You have to be very fl exible in 
organising and improvising because 
banking is a fast-paced environment 
that requires you to act and think 
quickly. You will be dealing with lots of 
numbers and spend days brainstorming 
and revising PowerPoint slides – which 
is typically called a “pitch book” – to 
present to your existing and potential 
clients. Being an investment banker 
also means lots of administrative 
work as well: checking and sending 
out emails, scheduling meetings and 
conference calls and updating lists of 
relevant information.

IF YOU ARE GAME…

First, you need a qualifi cation such as a degree in any fi eld that hones your 

skills in numbers, such as fi nance, economics, statistics, mathematics or 

engineering. From there, you can take:

The Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) route

The Master of Business Administration (MBA) route

If you want to start out at an entry-level position in investment banking, 

a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) programme is the best way to go. 

This particular programme is a well-recognised and highly sought-after 

qualifi cation in the global investment banking industry. However, you must 

fi rst obtain a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent before you can pursue a CFA. 

The CFA programme does not just emphasise on academics; the certifi cation 

will only be awarded after you have attained the required work experience 

and mentorship. The programme typically takes four years to complete. 

You also need to pass three levels of exams throughout the CFA 

programme. The fi rst level of examination consists of 240 multiple-choice 

questions that will test you on knowledge relating to investment valuation. 

The second level will be focused on asset valuation, where you are required 

to complete 20 item sets (10 in the morning session and another 10 in the 

afternoon session) and each item sets contain a case statement (also known 

as vignette) and six multiple-choice questions. Finally, the third level of 

examination consists of item set and essay questions which will take place 

in the morning and afternoon sessions. 

While it may sound like a daunting experience to sit through, rest assured 

that candidates who successfully acquire the CFA charter will have huge 

career advantages as well as a signifi cant salary boost working as a 

corporate fi nancial analyst, consultant, fi nancial advisor or investment 

banking analyst in relevant local or international sectors. CFA graduates 

are also assured of a strong network of alumni and fellow CFA holders that 

would ensure great networking opportunities and career advantages.

Another way you could work towards being an investment banker is by 

getting a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree, a graduate degree 

attained at a college or university that provides practical and theoretical 

education to help graduates understand general business management 

functions (such as fi nance, accounting or marketing) better. Typically, an MBA 

degree programme takes two years to complete in a full-time course and 

unlike the CFA, it costs more money and time to attend classes and complete 

study modules (which is especially not encouraging if you choose to study 

and work at the same time).
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Besides getting all the necessary 
degrees, you must be very 
knowledgeable in fi nance and very 
strong in mathematical skills. As an 
investment banker, your main job is to 
advise your clients how and where to 
spend and save and, more importantly, 
how to make their money work for 
them. Understanding how the overall 
fi nancial market works is also crucial to 
succeed as an investment banker. You 
must be aware of the ongoing fi nancial 
trends and know how to make best 
use of market analysis and history to 
predict the possible turnout. 

Apart from managing your clients’ 
money, you need to understand 
standard business practices as 

well, such as accounting, sales and 
marketing. As this job requires you 
to meet lots of clients, networking 
is obviously very important. Some 
investment bankers are good enough 
to have solid contacts already in 

their hands, while others need to 
start from scratch; in which case, 
strong communication and people 
skills can get you connected. It’s not 

always a smooth ride because, like 
being an insurance agent, you tend 
to facing rejection from people who 
are unwilling or unconvinced of your 
investment strategies for their hard-
earned money. 

It takes a lot of patience, time 
and dedication to be successful in 
investment banking. Being multilingual 
can also be an advantage, as you 
might encounter clients who don’t 
speak English. Being multilingual also 
widens your career options in terms of 
relocation to another country. 

Highly Competitive 
But Rewarding
The corporate fi nance industry will 
continue to fl ourish for as long as 
companies, conglomerates and 
investments exist. As such, investment 
bankers will always be in demand. 
Although being an investment banker 
has its pros and cons, it is a highly 
competitive career worth considering, 
especially for those who are aiming to 
make a lot of money while working 
with money.

IT TAKES A LOT 
OF PATIENCE, 
TIME AND 
DEDICATION TO 
BE SUCCESSFUL 
IN INVESTMENT 
BANKING

COURSES & C AREERS
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Some Popular Universities in Asia 
offering Courses in Finance

National Chengchi University (Taiwan)
Ranked: 119
Website: www.nccu.edu.tw
Scholarships (partial list): - Taiwan ICDF Scholarship
    - MOE Taiwan Scholarship
    - MOFA Taiwan Scholarship
    - Incoming International Student Scholarship

Feng Chia University (Taiwan)
Ranked: 151
Website: en.fcu.edu.tw
Scholarships (partial list): - Taiwan Scholarship Program
    - Feng Chia University International Students Scholarship

Central University of Finance and Economics (China)
Ranked: 139
Website: en.cufe.edu.cn
Scholarships (partial list): - Chinese Government Scholarship

Nanyang Technological University (Singapore)
Ranked: 7
Website: www.ntu.edu.sg
Scholarships (partial list): - Nanyang Fellow Scholarship
    - NTU Research Scholarship

Xi’an Jiaotong University (China)
Ranked: 57
Website: www.xjtu.edu.cn/en
Scholarships (partial list): - Chinese Government Scholarship

Jilin University (China)
Ranked: 105
Website: en.jlu.edu.cn/University
Scholarships (partial list): - Jilin Provincial Government Scholarship

The University of Hong Kong
Ranked: 3
Website: www.hku.hk
Scholarships (partial list): - Entrance Scholarship
    - Enrichment Scholarship

Universiti Utara Malaysia
Ranked: 201
Website: www.uum.edu.my
Scholarships (partial list): - UUM Vice Chancellor Scholarship Scheme

Shanghai University of Finance and Economics
Ranked: 72
Website: www.unair.ac.id
Scholarships (partial list): - Shanghai Government Scholarship

Tsinghua University (China)
Ranked: 14
Website: www.tsinghua.edu.cn
Scholarships (partial list): - Tsinghua University Scholarship
    - Chinese Government Scholarship
    - Beijing Government Scholarship

Source: QS World University rankings by Subject (Finance) 2014. There is no specifi c ranking for investment banking. 
Please visit www.topuniversities.com for more information.
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Shah Alam – The International College of Automotive 

(ICAM) has been accredited and recognised to offer BTEC 

qualifi cations by the renowned Business and Technology 

Council (BTEC), owned by Pearson International of the 

UK and was also accepted as a member of the Chartered 

Institute of Logistic and Transportation (CILT), UK.

With effect from July 2014, in addition to their ICAM diplomas, 

graduates of ICAM’s School of Engineering & Technology will 

obtain Pearson BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma in Automotive 

Engineering which would then enable them to obtain dual 

diplomas.  With Pearson BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma in 

Automotive Engineering, the students would be able to enter 

the Universities that recognised BTEC HND Diploma globally 

i.e. the United Kingdom, New Zealand, Australia and others 

into level 5 or Year 2 of the programme. 

ICAM was also registered as a corporate member of the 

Chartered Institute of Logistic and Transportation (CILT), UK. 

As at March 2014, Business & Management programmes of 

ICAM have been recognised by CILT, UK as equivalent to 

Diploma in CILT. Graduates of Diploma in Parts Management, 

Diploma in Resource Planning and Diploma in Procurement 

and Vendor Management will jointly obtain a diploma in CILT 

in addition to their diploma from ICAM. This is a meaningful 

and signifi cant achievement for an institute of higher learning 

that is barely four years old.

The CILT is a highly respected 100 year old institute, and 

both HICOM University College Sdn Bhd (HUCSB) and its 

operating unit, ICAM became corporate members since 

November 2013. 

As the path-way to the students the college also offers the 

degree programme in collaboration with the Multi-Media 

University (MMU) that is Bachelors of Business Administration 

(BBA) in Marketing Management.  

The degree most importantly will address the expanding 

demand in today’s corporate world for e-marketing executives/

managers, demand planning analysts, market data engineers, 

data analysts, IT sales consultants/executives, IT business 

development managers - just a selected few of marketing 

positions that need to be fi lled now and in the future.

The degree programme is offered in October 2014 at ICAM’s 

state of the art campus in Pekan, Pahang.  

Interested applicants can contact:  Hotline 1-300-88-4226 or 

email to: enquiries@icam.edu.my and visit www.icam.edu.my

A d v e r t o r i a l

ICAM’s Diplomas      
Get Accreditation    
and Recognised As 
the Centre for CILT  
(UK) and BTEC

About ICAM:
Poised to be the leader in Automotive Education, the International 
College of Automotive (ICAM) provides the best education 
experience for those who want to excel in Automotive Industry. 
ICAM’s goal is to complement the automotive industry through 
sustainable development of human capital. 

ICAM is located within the DRB-HICOM Automotive Complex in 
Pekan. Established on 2nd April 2010, ICAM is owned by HICOM 
University Sdn Bhd (HUCSB), a wholly owned subsidiary of 
DRB-HICOM Berhad. In addition to producing a cadre of skilled 
professionals and leaders to join the workforce of the automotive 
sector, ICAM also serves as an institution that enables the 
Group’s automotive human resources to continuously upgrade 
their skills and knowledge. 

For more information, please contact

Sharifah Halimah Syed Ahmad
Chief Executive Offi cer
HICOM University College Sdn Bhd 
Tel: 03- 2052 8093
sharifah@drb-hicom.com

Shaik Abbas Ibrahim
Head, Group Communications Division
DRB-HICOM Berhad
Tel: 03- 2052 8007
Email:  shaik.abbas@drb-hicom.com

Costing RM350million, the new campus comes with the state-of-the-art facilities to meet the automotive industry’s requirements to garner towards sustainable development 
of human capital. The campus, located in Pekan, Pahang covers an area of 16.9 hectares and will have a student capacity of 7,000 when fully completed next year.

ICAM prides itself as the only automotive college in the region that is established 
“By the Industry, For the Industry”.
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RAFFLES LUMINARIES

While studying for a degree in Fashion Design at 
Raffles College of Higher Education, Singapore, 
Joe Chia was already impressing many judges. 
The young designer won the Best Collection Award 
at a Raffles Graduation Fashion Show, and also 
emerged 2nd runner-up at the Stylo Mercedez-Benz
Young Designer Award in 2009.

From winning Esquire’s “Brilliant Malaysian” 
award, Newman’s“Best Menswear Designer” title, 
to the recent “Top 40 under 40 for Young Achiever 
Award 2013” by Prestige, the media has clam-
oured to interview Joe. Magazines such as Style-
Men, Prestige Malaysia, Spotlight, Citabella and 
Marie-Claire Malaysia, have raced to place him on 
their feature page. The avant-garde designer has 
also collaborated with several international brands 
like Shu Uemura, Sony, Chivas, UNIQLO and most 
recently, G-SHOCK.

Joe says:

“I’m thankful to Raffles
Singapore for opening the door 
of opportunity for me. Back then, 
I was a participant of an annual 
charity fashion show organised 
by Raffles when I met the fashion 
guru Daniel Boey. From there, he 
introduced me to Coda. Co and 
I started to retail my collection at 
a fashion boutique.”

Raffles Luminaries featuring
Joe Chia
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Remember how the astounding 
visuals in James Cameron’s Avatar 
blew your mind? That’s the power 
of digital animation. It’s basically 
the art of visual storytelling. From 
a sketch or rough design on paper, 
a character in a game or movie 
is modelled and given life using 
commercially available graphics 
imaging and design software.

And you can learn how to make a 
living out of it.

ARTS & CREATIVE

Bringing 
Digital     
Animation 
to Life

COURSES & C AREERS
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How Do I Get In?
You will need at least a pass in 
your secondary or high school 

fi nal examinations. You may then 
proceed with a pre-university 
course of your choosing such 

as a Foundation in Arts or 
matriculation programmes. You 

can also opt for a diploma directly 
after secondary school if you are 

certain this is your industry.  

Am I Right for    
This Course?

With a job that needs you in front 
of a computer screen for most of 
the time, a high level of tolerance 

for screen-gazing (and maybe 
plenty of eye drops) will come in 
handy. In the digital animation 
industry, a lengthy modelling 

process is commonplace, 
depending on the level of 

complexity of a certain character 
or scene. So, excellent stress 

management can help you cope 
with this and the tight deadlines.

Your drawing skills, of course, 
have to be at a certain level, 

without which you are somewhat 
handicapped when it comes to 
presenting and coming up with 
ideas. Most universities assess 
students’ drawing skills before 

they are admitted to the course. 
You may also need to bring along 
a portfolio of your artwork as well.  

What Will I Learn?
Students will be exposed to 

the fundamentals of classical, 
experimental and computer 

animation in university or college. 
They can also improve their 

drawing skills with subjects such 
as Life Drawing and Concept Art. 
From 2D animation of yesteryears 
to today’s advanced 3D animation 
techniques, students will acquire 
the necessary expertise to create 
realistic settings and characters. 

They will also learn how to 
tell a story with proper fl ow 
and structure to maximise 

entertainment value for the 
audience. Students will hone their 

skills with animation and video 
editing software such as Maya 

and Adobe Final Cut Pro. 

Digital Animation: Then and Now
The industry in Malaysia saw signifi cant growth after 2000 and is said to be 
swiftly improving. The most recent development is the establishment of the 
Pinewood Iskandar Malaysia Studio in Nusajaya, Johor. 

The term “animator” is subjective. Animation itself has many categories that 
include modelling, animation and visual effects. A 3D artist builds 3D assets 
such as buildings, vehicles, robots and dinosaurs. It all starts with simple grey 
shapes that represent their concepts, with colours and textures applied to 
further enhance realism. The fi nal step is rendering and blending them with the 
required scenes, whether in live-action footage or fully animated scenes.

Animators will animate 3D assets provided by the modellers. For example, 
incorporating moving hands and fi ngers or even the whole body for various 
movements and actions. In the case of animating vehicles, modellers can make 
the wheels roll and move cars on roads, or even transform them into robots. 

A visual effects artist supervises the entire 
project, from behind-the-scenes crew 
to frontline animators. They are usually 
responsible for providing more depth and 
elements to a fi lm or any animation. Most 
of the time, they also act as compositors, 
patching together graphics produced by 
both animators and modellers to create 
the fi nal product.

Why Digital 
Animation?

If you would love to replicate 
or even better the phenomenal 

success of Michael Bay’s 
Transformers or The Matrix 

franchise – or create home-grown 
animated fi lms such as War of 

the Worlds: Goliath or Ribbit –the 
world of digital animation is for 

you. Who knows? You might 
be the producer of the next big 

animated box offi ce hit.
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From the earliest era of hand-drawn animation (also known 
as “cel animation”) of Emile Cohl’s Fantasmagorie in France in 
1908 to the groundbreaking era of digital animation (also known 
as computer animation or computer-generated imagery (CGI)) 
in the mid-1990s led by Pixar’s Toy Story (1995), the animation 
landscape has seen a lot of breakthroughs over the years. 

With traditional hand-drawn animation almost becoming a 
thing of the past, digital animation now reigns supreme across 
the globe in today’s ever-competitive animation market. Apart 
from the global dominance from the US and European countries, 
Asia is also particularly knowledgeable in the digital animation 
industry. Many great Asian digital animators out there have 
made signifi cant advances in digital animation worldwide.   
These are our picks for top Asian digital animators:

Shinji Aramaki
Hailing from Fukuoka, Japan, Shinji Aramaki is a versatile anime director and 

mechanical designer. He has been working in animation for more than 30 years, 
and is particularly well-known for creating 3D CGI animation. Among his notable 

works are the Appleseed trilogy (2004-2014) and Space Pirate Captain Harlock 
(2013). He is also best known for some of the most popular mechanical designs 
ever created in  animated TV series, including Transformers, M.A.S.K., Astro Boy, 

and Fullmetal Alchemist.

Shinichirô Watanabe
Kyoto-born Shinichirô Watanabe made his notable directorial debut in the four-
episode anime and theatrical movie Macross Plus in 1994 and 1995, which used 
the then-groundbreaking combination of cel and CGI animation. Watanabe is 
best remembered for directing the popular Japanese anime series Cowboy Bebop 
in 1998 and subsequently the movie Cowboy Bebop: Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door 
(2001). He also known as one of the directors responsible for The Animatrix 
(2003), a compilation of nine animated short fi lms based on the Wachowski 
brothers’ The Matrix trilogy.

Mamoru Oshii
Tokyo-born Mamoru Oshii was considered a pioneer in the Japanese animation 
industry. In 1976, he graduated from Tokyo Gakugei University and subsequently 
joined Tatsunoko Productions as a storyboard artist where he was involved in his 
fi rst anime television series called Ippatsu Kanta-kun (1977-1978). His big break 
arrived when he was enlisted to direct the then-groundbreaking Patlabor anime 
television series in the late 1980s. The series became a huge success in the mecha 
genre, which focuses on robots or machines controlled by people and infl uenced a 
lot of animators and fi lmmakers until today, including director Guillermo Del Toro 
when he made Pacifi c Rim in 2013. 

But it was not until 1995 that Mamoru Oshii cemented his reputation once and 
for all with Ghost in the Shell, a landmark animated “cyberpunk” movie which 
became one of the most infl uential anime classics ever made. Ghost in the Shell 
was particularly praised for its effective mix of hand-drawn animation and digital 
animation. Oshii’s other notable works include the live-action Japanese-Polish 
science-fi ction feature Avalon (2001), Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence (2004) and 
The Sky Crawlers (2008).

Asian Digital     
Animators

Top 7   
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Goh Aun Hoe
Born in Kuala Kangsar, Perak, Goh fi rst ventured into animation in the 1980s after 

graduating in computer animation from Nippon Electronics College in Japan. At 43, 
Goh became a successful CEO of Silver Ant Sdn Bhd, and was particularly known 

for making SeeFood, Malaysia’s fi rst 3D animated movie in English, which was 
released worldwide in 2011 before arriving in Malaysian cinemas in 2012. 

His company also ventured overseas as well, with notable breakthroughs from 
collaborations with some top gaming giants including Konami, Nintendo, Sega, 

Sony Entertainment and Pachinko. Silver Ant also made a lot of signifi cant impact 
in TV commercials, including the famous Stadium Astro commercial that featured 
transforming robots in various sports such as football, basketball, F1 racing, golf 

and tennis.

Wang Li feng
He graduated from School for Gifted Young of USTC (University of Science and 

Technology of China) and obtained his Master’s degree in Computer Graphics from 
the University of British Columbia, Canada. He founded Xing Xing Digital, the Beijing-

based animation studio in 2004, which specialises in animation and visual effects 
production as well as IP development. In 2007, Xing Xing Digital was named one of 

the most infl uential Asian animation production companies by Animation Magazine. 

Some of the high-profi le projects that Xing Xing Digital were involved in include 
two animated AOL Kids Web series, Gigi and the Green Team”, which featured top 
Brazilian supermodel Gisele Bundchen as a superhero battling for the environment; 

and Martha and Friends, which featured a 10-year-old Martha Stewart operating an 
event-planning company from a tree house. Xing Xing Digital also provided special 
effects for the 2008 hit vampire movie Twilight before joining forces with Pelagius 
Entertainment in Los Angeles to co-produce an upcoming animated movie called 
Smart. Smart will be directed by John A. Davis, whose previous directorial efforts 

were Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius(2001) and The Ant Bully(2006).

Satoshi Kon
Born in Kushiro, Hokkaido, Satoshi Kon aspired to become an animator since high 
school. In 1982, he graduated from the graphic design course of the Musashino 
Art University and made his debut as a manga artist with the short manga 
Toriko (1984). In 1991, he went further as both animator and layout artist for 
the science-fi ction animated movie Roujin Z. He made his directorial debut with 
the highly acclaimed animated psychological thriller Perfect Blue (1997). Other 
acclaimed animated features he directed include Millennium Actress (2001) and 
Tokyo Godfathers (2003). His last animated movie was Paprika(2006) before his 
unfortunate death in 2010 due to terminal pancreatic cancer.

Now that you know Asian talents have been behind the success of some of the most successful animations in Hollywood, 
aspiring digital animators in Southeast Asia can dream of making it big in animation. 

David Kwok
An animation veteran who has been in the industry for 14 years, Singapore-born 
David Kwok founded Tiny Island Productions in 2002,which was responsible for 
creating, managing and marketing quality content for the global CGI animation 
market. In 2009, Tiny Island Productions joined forces with international distributor 
Classic Media (Dreamworks Classic) and Thailand-based production company, 
Shellnut Entertainment, on a CGI-animated series called Shelldon. 

In 2012, Tiny Island Productions produced the all-new Cartoon Network’s Ben 10: 
Destroy All Aliens made-for-TV movie in both standard and 3D formats. It won 
the Best 3D Animated Program award at the Asian Television Awards 2012. The 
company made history when they created Dream Defenders Adventures, which 
happened to be Singapore’s fi rst 3D stereoscopic animated series. It won the award 
for Best 3D Animation at the Asia Image Apollo Awards 2013.
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Some Popular Universities in Asia offering 
Courses in Digital Animation (Multimedia)

Sejong University (South Korea)
Ranked: 151
Website: eng.sejong.ac.kr/index.do
Scholarships (partial list): - International Student Scholarship

Multimedia University (Malaysia)
Ranked: 200
Website: www.mmu.edu.my
Scholarships (partial list): - President Scholarship
    - Merit Scholarship
    - Skim Prihatin Pendidikan 1 Malaysia

Universiti Teknologi Petronas (Malaysia)
Ranked: 191
Website: www.utp.edu.my
Scholarships (partial list): - Yayasan UTP Scholarships

University of Hong Kong
Ranked: 3
Website: www.hku.hk
Scholarships (partial list): - Entrance Scholarship

Kanazawa University (Japan)
Ranked: 67
Website: www.kanazawa-u.ac.jp/e
Scholarships (partial list): - Start-up Scholarship of Acanthus Support System
    - Kanazawa University Foundation

Jilin University (China)
Ranked: 105
Website: en.jlu.edu.cn/University
Scholarships (partial list): -Jilin Provincial Government Scholarship

National University of Singapore
Ranked: 1
Website: www.nus.edu.sg
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN Undergraduate Scholarship (AUS)
    - Science & Technology Undergraduate Scholarship

Universiti Utara Malaysia
Ranked: 201
Website: www.uum.edu.my
Scholarships (partial list): - Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme
    - UUM Vice Chancellor

Kumamoto University (Japan)
Ranked: 99
Website: ewww.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - Japan-Korea Joint Government Scholarship Program 

Xi’an Jiaotong University (China)
Ranked: 57
Website: www.xjtu.edu.cn/en
Scholarships (partial list): - Chinese Government Scholarship

Source: QS World University rankings by Subject 2014 – Multimedia.                         
Please visit www.topuniversities.com
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The diversity of Malaysia makes it a melting pot of culinary 

heritages. The distinctiveness of Malaysian food has given 

an opportunity for Malaysia to become a culinary tourism 

destination in Asia. Taking this into account, Le Cordon 

Bleu views Kuala Lumpur with its vibrant food scene and 

forward-looking cuisine as an important location for its 

newest school. It represents the French “Art de Vivre” in a 

large multicultural city with abundant fresh produce, great 

history and a confi dent future. 

A Worldwide Leader in Gastronomy, Hospitality 
and Management
Le Cordon Bleu is a world renowned network of educational 

institutions dedicated to providing the highest level of 

culinary and hospitality instruction through world class 

programmes through the establishment of Bachelor’s and 

Master’s degrees in business that focus on the demands of 

a growing international hospitality industry. 

Top Reasons to Attend Le Cordon Bleu

• Surround Yourself with Traditions of Excellence
Le Cordon Bleu is considered by many to be the 

world’s premier culinary arts institute. With over 

120 years of teaching experience, Le Cordon Bleu 

network has remained committed to providing a solid 

foundation in best practices in Gastronomy, Hospitality 

and Management. Graduates become part of a great 

tradition of excellence, with credentials that will set 

them apart from the competition in a demanding and 

changing environment.

• Learn from our Distinguished Faculty
Over 80 Le Cordon Bleu chefs from the fi nest kitchens 

and Michelin-starred restaurants pass on their 

knowledge and experience daily to their students. Not 

just instructors, they are mentors providing lifelong 

inspiration and support to graduates. The faculty 

at Le Cordon Bleu includes university professors, 

international personalities and specialists in the tourism 

and hospitality sectors.

• Receive A World Class Education
Le Cordon Bleu also offers the most complete and 

comprehensive training in classic French culinary 

techniques available today, with many hands-on hours in 

teaching kitchens under the guidance of world class chefs.

• Earn a Great Career
Each graduate leaves Le Cordon Bleu with the skills to 

launch an exciting career not only in the world’s leading 

restaurants, hotels or resorts, but also as a journalist, 

author, instructor, consultant or entrepreneur.

• Be A Part of Our Alumni Network
Le Cordon Bleu programmes start students on a journey 

that inspires excellence, creativity, innovation and personal 

enrichment allowing them to embark on to successful 

careers or personal pursuits. Over the past 100 years, 

Le Cordon Bleu has produced many famous graduates, 

including Dione Lucas, Julia Child, Nancy Silverton, 

Nathalie Dupree, Eric and Bruce Bromberg, Allen Susser, 

James Peterson, Lydia Shire, Giada De Laurentiis, Gaston 

Acurio and Ming Tsai just to name a few.

• Meets the Needs of Tomorrow’s Culinary and 
Hospitality Industry
Le Cordon Bleu courses are up-to-date and industry 

relevant. With innovation and new technologies, Le Cordon 

Bleu continually adapts its academic programmes to the 

future needs of culinary, tourism and hospitality industries.

A d v e r t o r i a l

LE CORDON BLEU 
Professional Culinary Programmes    

In Malaysia At Sunway

Le Cordon Bleu Malaysia is pleased to announce our 
Scholarships for 2014-2015. 

The aim of the Le Cordon Bleu Scholarship scheme is to 

fi nd passionate and motivated, talented individual for a life-

changing opportunity. To fi nd out more, or to apply please 

visit www.lecordonbleu.com.my

Sunway University
No. 5 Jalan Universiti, Bandar Sunway, Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor Darul Ehsan, 46150, Malaysia 

Telephone: +603 5632 1188  •  malaysia@cordonbleu.edu
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The world’s population has hit 7 billion and there is a risk that we cannot feed them all properly. 
Food scientists, therefore, have to make sure that all 7 billion get to eat food that is safe, legal, 
and produced using quality methods. Different fi elds within the food technology industry will 

require different skill sets. A manufacturing technologist will work more directly with production 
and factory teams. Those working with manufacturers will focus on the fi eld of retail food 

technologists. Others in this fi eld are directly involved in product creation and sampling, as in the 
production of energy drinks, new alcoholic beverages and Halloween candies, for instance. 

A food technologist’s job is to make these safe and tasty. It is not just about taste; fat-free 
versions of certain foodstuffs, ready-to-eat foods, and consumables designed to enhance focus, 
stamina or mental ability are all discovered through rigorous experimentation. If you are excited 
by the creation of new food and making the world a yummier place, this is your job. Those who are 

interested need to have a scientifi c mind, a keen eye for detail, and be rigorously hygienic.

SCIENCE

Why Do We Need Food                
Scientists and Technologists?

COURSES & C AREERS
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The Life of Food Scientists and 
Technologists
Among other things, food scientists modify existing products and 
develop new ones, oversee quality control procedures from start 
to fi nish, analyse consumer market research, select base product 
materials based on cost and quality, address food safety issues, 
perform external site audits, investigate product issues, compile 
product labels, improve food processing effi ciency and review the 
sustainability of production processes. How much of these you will 
do depends on your position, experience and employer.

The food manufacturing industry may also require their scientists 
to develop replicable and effi cient processes, cooperate with 
colleagues to procure raw materials, handle quality control, and 
prepare solutions to unforeseen problems. In the public sector, 
food scientists will administer and devise policies for governmental 
departments and enforce the roles of local authority health 
departments. If you are a retail food scientist, you will work closely 
with your suppliers on issues of quality.

You need to excel in chemistry and biology in high school, 
since an understanding of both is benefi cial when analysing all 
interactions between foods of a natural or synthetic nature.

Many universities offer degree 
programmes related to the food 
technology industry such as a 
Bachelor’s or a Master’s degree 
in food technology. However, if 
the university you had planned to 
attend does not have this option, 
don’t worry. Taking biology, 
chemistry and anatomy as subjects 

in your pre-university course can 
open a path to an internship which 
can fi ll the gaps. 

Most people who enter this 
fi eld do so with a diploma and a 
degree. There are some reputable 

qualifi cations offered in the UK 
from the renowned Business and 
Technology Education Council 
(BTEC), offering a Higher National 
Diploma (HND) in food technology. 
Degrees usually require completion 
of the fi ve GCSEs in addition to 
all of the other courses. Also, 
at least two or three levels of 
advanced chemistry and/or biology, 
courses like production planning, 
chemical engineering, marketing 
and consumer research should be 
taken even if they are not degree 
requirements. 

If you have a degree in a fi eld 
not directly related to the food 
sciences, you can increase your 
chances of achieving employment 
in that industry by working in a 
related fi eld such as food safety or 
food quality management. If you 
have the necessary qualifi cations, 
you have another alternative 
which is to begin working as a 
lab technician, assuming you have 
the skill sets and work your way 
through the industry. It is also 
possible to get an internship with 

a company that directly relates to 
food science while getting your 
degree or after you have gained it.

To fi nd a college or university that 
offers a specialised degree in food 
technology, career and education 
websites like the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) 
in the UK is a good place to start. 
You can also perform a simple 
online search before getting more 
information from the university’s 
website or counsellors, if you 
prefer to meet them personally. 
Networking, either face-to-face or 
online, can also bring you insights 
that can only be learned from 
experienced individuals. They can 
tell you more about the higher 
learning institutions they attended 
and what they wish they had 
known beforehand.

Training for Food Scientists and Technologists
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Before you decide on this career path, ask 
yourself the following questions:

• Do I have an aptitude for science   
and math?

• Do I have a strong attention            
to detail?

• Can I follow strict hygiene rules?
• Am I interested in food preparation 

and quality management?
• Am I an effective communicator?
• Do I have the confi dence to not only 

follow regulations, but enforce them 
as well?

• Can I work in a team?

Everyone who desires a career in food technology 
must have these skills and prerequisites. While 
a few can be learned, most are innate. If the 
majority of the answers were “no,” then this 
may not be the career for you, though a strong 
enough passion can usually spark the changes 
that will enable you to answer “yes” a few years 
down the road.

A food tech works a lot in the lab, with some time spent in 
warehouses, factories and distribution centres. While the job 
is a traditional nine-to-fi ve, extra shifts may be required for 
overseeing production and delivery of the products. You will 
spend a lot of time monitoring production processes after the 
product has been developed in the lab.

Once you begin working, your employers may offer or 
mandate additional in-house training. These additional training 
programmes often increase product familiarity, an overview 
of company-specifi c techniques, a background in the errors 
and successes of the company, company policies, and other 
background information not covered solely through degree 
programmes. Your employer may also encourage the taking 
of short courses for topics such as food hygiene, meat safety, 
sales, marketing, consumer relations, and so on.

Food Scientists and Technologists Careers

Your role may include the inspection of warehouses, 
factories and fi elds where food is grown, stored, or 
prepared. If so, you may be required to undertake courses 
to get familiarised with the local public health and 
environmental health organisations. 

COURSES & C AREERS
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• Food Scientist
• Biochemist

• Cereal Scientist
• Dairy Products Scientist

• Director of Quality 
Assurance

• Research Scientist
• Flavour Chemist
• Food Biochemist

• Food Biotechnologist
• Food Chemist
• Food Engineer

• Food Industry R&D
• Food Ingredient Sales

• Food Inspector
• Food Microbiologist

• Food Product Consultant
• Food Product Developer

• Food Safety Inspector
• Food Technologist
• Food Toxicologist

• General Manager, Research
• Laboratory Director

• Manager, Analytical Lab
• Manager, Meat Applications

• Market Researcher
• Meat Scientist

• Natural Products Researcher
• New Technologies

• Packaging Specialist
• Plant Manager

• Plant Supervisor
• Product Development

• Project Leader, Technology
• Project/Product Manager

• Public Health Offi cial
• Quality Assurance Manager
• Research and Development

• Research Scientist
• Quality Assurance Offi cer

• Sales Manager
• Scientifi c and Regulatory 

Affairs
• Scientifi c Research

• Senior Food Scientist
• Sensory Evaluation Expert

• Sensory Scientist
• Technology Development 

Manager
• Technical Sales 

Representative

What if I didn’t take chemistry or other sciences in 
high school?
A career on food science requires exposure to more types of science than 
most fi elds. Introductory courses are offered at most universities, so while 
high school science helps, don’t let a lack of it become a deterrent.

How can I gain hands-on experience to make sure I’m 
on the right career track?
Many colleges offer a course called an independent study, where a student 
works closely with a chosen professor and assists in the lab. Colleges that 
offer food science as a degree programme can place you in a temporary 
internship within the fi eld to determine if it is a good fi t. This type of 
internship counts as college credit and is sometimes a paid position.

Will I be employable after my degree completion?
Yes. Food technology has steady job-growth predictions. Companies 
that hire graduates can be on the local, national, or international level. 
Depending on your country of practice, you may have to complete a 
practical training programme after graduation. Most countries do not 
require a license to practice, like the US.

What else can I do to get involved outside of classes?
Many universities offer clubs for chemistry, biology, and food science 
majors. This is a chance to meet others who share your passions and 
exchange ideas. Closer to graduation, you can also do an internship with 
a potential employer, giving you valuable work experience.

Are opportunities in food science limited 
geographically?
The food science industry is truly global. Some areas, where laboratories 
are held by corporations are more likely to be career hot-spots, but, as a 
general rule, almost anywhere you want to live will have opportunities 
for you.

With a food science major, am I limited to future 
careers?
A degree in food science will lead to a job in a related fi eld, but 
beyond that, the skills obtained while you are receiving your degree are 
transferrable to careers in science, marketing, quality control, R&D, plant 
supervision and many other areas.

Why should I pick a career in food science?
When you pick a career in food science, you will be following the 
footsteps of people who have made an impact on what and how we 
eat today. Nicolas Appert is the father of canning and created air-tight 
food preservation. He also discovered how to preserve jams and jellies 
and founded the water bath produce preservation method. Coenraad 
Johannes Van Houten was a chocolate maker who used alkaline salt 
to make chocolate less bitter and created cocoa butter. George Crum 
created the potato chip. Ellen Richards was the fi rst female environmental 
chemist. And, let us not forget Sir Francis Bacon who studied freezing 
techniques and created the scientifi c research methods still used today.

The career of a food technologist is not going to be right for everybody. 
When you enter this career, you literally have other people lives in your 
hands. It is your attention to detail, your level of quality and your instincts 
that will determine if the newest food craze will be phenomenal or a 
giant fl op. 

Frequently Asked Question
Careers waiting 

for Food 
Scientists & 

Technologists:
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Some Popular Universities offering 
Courses in Food Science 

University of Bergen (Norway)
Ranked: 151
Website: www.uib.no/en
Scholarships (partial list): - High North Fellowship Program
    - Norwegian State Educational Loan Fund

Stony Brook University (United States)
Ranked: 338
Website: www.stonybrook.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - Entering Freshmen Merit Based Scholarship &Grants
    - Scholarship for Undergraduate Students 
    - National/Competitive Scholarship, Fellowship and Awards

University of Milano (Italy)
Ranked: 235
Website: www.unimi.it/ENG
Scholarships (partial list): - Scholarship for disabled students
    - BIS Project

Mahidol University (Thailand)
Ranked: 40
Website: www.mahidol.ac.th/en
Scholarships (partial list): -Scholarship for high school potential students
    - MUIC scholarships

Lund University (Sweden)
Ranked: 67
Website: www.lunduniversity.lu.se
Scholarships (partial list): - Lund University Global Scholarship Programme
    - Swedish Institute Scholarships

Emory University (United States)
Ranked: 141
Website: www.emory.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - Endowed Scholarships
    - College Scholarships

Imperial College London
Ranked: 5
Website: www3.imperial.ac.uk
Scholarships (partial list): - Rector’s Undergraduate Scholarship
    - The Doris Chen Undergraduate Scholarship

Tulane University (United States)
Ranked: 387
Website: tulane.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - Dean’s Honor Scholarship
    - Paul Tulane Award
    - Stamps Leadership Award

University College Dublin (Ireland)
Ranked: 139
Website: www.ucd.ie
Scholarships (partial list): - Global Excellence Graduate Scholarship USA Application
    - V.V.Giri Scholarship 

Taipei Medical University (Taiwan)
Ranked: 46
Website: www.tmu.edu.tw
Scholarships (partial list): - Ministry of Education (MOE) 
    - Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 
    - Taiwan ICDF Scholarship Program

Source: QS World University rankings by Subject 2014 – Food Science (Under Science faculty).                                                                                                 
Only 2 universities in Asia were included in the ranking. Please visit www.topuniversities.com.
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A d v e r t o r i a l

Malaysian 
student wins 
British Council’s 
IELTS Scholarship 
to pursue her 
dream of studying 
overseas

The British Council IELTS Scholarship
The British Council has developed this scholarship to help more 
people access international education experience and networks. 
This is for people planning to attend an undergraduate or 
postgraduate programme in or outside Malaysia. There are two 
levels of award. Up to 3 successful applicants will each receive a 
scholarship to the value of GBP2,500. Up to 3 scholars with the 
top scores from the whole of the East Asia region* will each receive 
a scholarship to the value of GBP25,000. Scholarship payments 
will be made to the attending higher educational institution in order 
to assist students with their tuition fees.

*East Asia region includes Burma, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam.

Studying overseas has been a dream for many students 

in Malaysia. With an aim to connect people with learning 

opportunities, the British Council launched the IELTS 

Scholarship in 2011 and, since then, it has supported a total 

of 15 students in entering universities worldwide, including 

the UK, USA and Germany. This year, a scholar would 

be added to the list, who received a scholarship valued at 

RM10,000 at the award presentation ceremony held at British 

Council Kuala Lumpur on 5 September 2014. To celebrate 

IELTS’s 25th anniversary, the British Council also awarded 

three students in the East Asia region with scholarships of 

£25,000 each, who will be entering their dream universities 

overseas to pursue further education.

“I am enormously appreciative towards the British Council for 

selecting me as one of the recipients of the IELTS Scholarship. 

By granting me this scholarship, you have lightened my 

fi nancial burden and given me the opportunity to overcome 

new fears and fulfi l my dreams. More than monetary value, 

this scholarship has provided me with the confi dence and 

assurance that I will be able to hold my own amongst my 

future class-mates, at a world-renowned university. For 

this, I am infi nitely grateful.” said Elena Kasturi Almeida, the 

recipient of British Council IELTS Scholarship 2014.

Elena Kasturi Almeida graduated from the University of 

Sussex in England with a fi rst class degree in Economics. 

Upon graduation, she joined Bank Negara Malaysia where 

she spent a good part of the past three years as an associate 

economist at the Monetary Policy Department. Her main 

duties included carrying out research and surveillance 

duties on exchange rates and capital fl ows. With the British 

Council IELTS Scholarship, Elena will pursue her Master’s 

in Management at the London School of Economics and 

Political Science.

“As an international English profi ciency test, IELTS has 

grown its popularity with over 2.2 million of tests taken in 

2013, and is now recognised by over 9,000 organisations, 

including universities, employers and immigration authorities 

worldwide.” said Greg Selby, Director of Examinations British 

Council, East Asia. “We are pleased that our wide international 

acceptance and the IELTS scholarship are helping more 

students in East Asia to pursue further study in different parts 

of the world.” 

This year also marks the 25th Anniversary of IELTS. To 

celebrate the occasion, the British Council extended the 

IELTS scholarship to 12 cities across East Asia, awarding 

three regional scholarships to top scholars in the region. Two 

of them will be pursuing further study in the UK, including 

Sooyoun Kim from Korea, who will study the Masters of Arts 

in Museum and Artefact Studies at Durham University in the 

UK, and Wongsathorn Jiraphanvanich from Thailand, who will 

attend the University of Cambridge in the UK for MPhil and 

PhD in Chemical Engineering. The third regional IELTS scholar, 

Thandar Aung from Myanmar, will be making her way to Berlin 

in Germany to study at the Institute of Tropical Medicine and 

International Health of Charité Universitätsmedizin for the 

Masters of Science in International Health.

As an IELTS offi cial test centre, the British Council provides 

full support in preparing students in taking IELTS exams, 

including a 30-hour free online training for registered 

students and the access to different preparation materials. 

Furthermore, test sessions are organised three times a month, 

which give students fl exibility for the most suitable sessions. 

More details, please visit www.britishcouncil.my.

Proud recipient: Elena (second from left) with (from left) British Council Director 
Gavin Anderson, British Council English Language Director Katie Butler, Country 
Exams Manager Naveed Siddiqui and Guest Judge Orasa Abdullah at the 
scholarship presentation ceremony.



HELP’s Faculty of Business, Economics 

and Accounting is one of the largest 

business schools in the region, 

pioneering innovative programs, which 

command the market and receive 

maximum accreditation by professional 

bodies. Graduates are headhunted by 

multinational corporations to become 

industry captains and senior executives 

in Asia. HELP also produces the largest 

number of Dean’s List Malaysian 

students at top Australian universities. 

Recently, fi ve students from the 

Faculty of Business, Economics and 

Accounting, HU were awarded Tuition 

Waiver Scholarships from the Faculty 

of Business, Economics and Law, 

University of Queensland, Australia. 

The scholarships were awarded in their 

chosen fi elds of undergraduate study 

and for all fi ve it’s a dream come true 

and an opportunity of a lifetime. Having 

completed the fi rst two years of their 

studies at HU, all fi ve were overjoyed 

with the University of Queensland      

(UQ) scholarships, one of HU’s 

strongest partners. 

As the only winner of the UQ Full Tuition 

Fee Waiver Scholarship in February 

2014, Melissa Wang Zi Yeen, a former 

A-Level student of HELP chose to 

continue her undergraduate studies at 

the Faculty of Business, Economics and 

Accounting, HU. 

“I was attracted by the long list of 

international partner universities of the 

Faculty and I defi nitely enjoyed every 

moment of my studies as the lecturers 

made it really interesting,” said Melissa, 

who is now looking forward to completing 

her degree at UQ.

Not only did Melissa display her 

excellence in her studies by obtaining 

the highest marks for Business Law and 

Macroeconomics but it was also her 

leadership and outstanding personality 

that earned her a full scholarship. 

Another candidate, Lai Chee Cheng 

completed two years of the Bachelor 

of Business (Finance) programme at 

HU with outstanding results and was 

awarded the 75% Tuition Fee Waiver 

Scholarship from UQ. 

For Justin Wong Kit Yung, being awarded 

a 50% Tuition Fee Waiver Scholarship 

to complete his Bachelor of Commerce 

(Accounting), meant he could fulfi ll his 

ambition to complete his degree at UQ. 

Justin attributed his success to the 

patience of his lecturers at HU in taking 

him through the steps of mastering each 

area. The same sentiments are shared 

by Nick Khoo Sing Wan and Teh Siu Yen, 

also recipients of the 50% Tuition Fee 

Waiver Scholarship from UQ. 

Chang Ruo Lin, who was awarded the 

University of Melbourne International 

Fee Remission Scholarship in 

February 2014, completed her Year I 

undergraduate studies at the Faculty of 

Business, Economics and Accounting 

at HU. Ruo Lin scored High Distinctions 

in all her Bachelor of Business 

(Accounting) Year 1 subjects, with a 

CGPA score of 4.0 in her studies.

The Faculty students apart from winning 

these International Scholarships 

continue to shine in the professional 

arena of competitions as well.

Joel Wong, who now works at Ernst & 

Young (Malaysia), completed his Bachelor 

of Business (Accounting) (Hons) at HU 

in 2013. Joel won the inaugural Ernst & 

Young, Young Tax Professional Award 

of the Year Malaysia in 2013. During 

the competition, Joel competed with 

contestants from other local universities 

to take home the top prize. 

At the moment, Joel is pursuing his 

ACCA on a part-time basis at the Centre 

for Professional Accounting Programmes 

(CPAP), HELP College of Arts and 

Technology, on a full scholarship. 

“My time at HELP University has been 

nothing short of a transformation. The 

dedication of the lecturers has nurtured 

students to become thinkers and leaders 

who are able to compete with the best,” 

said Joel of the time spent in HU.

Ng Ka Jeng, currently a Maybank 

apprentice, completed the Bachelor of 

Business (Finance) (Hons) at HU in 2013 

and was a member of the winning team 

of the Maybank GO Ahead Challenge in 

2013. As one of the 54 grand fi nalists 

selected from 5,000 applicants from 

10 countries in the region, they walked 

away with a cash prize of USD30,000. 

“My tertiary education was a colourful 

one at HU. None of this could have 

been achieved without the dedicated 

and experienced lecturers who worked 

relentlessly to instill the passion for 

knowledge in our young minds. HU 

was the right choice for me because it 

is a school that provides students with 

the skills and opportunities needed to 

excel in life through holistic and quality 

education,” said Ka Jeng.

Graduates of the HELP Bachelor 

of Business (Accounting) Honours 

programme received maximum subject 

exemptions from various International 

Professional Accounting Bodies such 

as Association of Chartered  Certifi ed 

Accountants (ACCA) 9 out 14 subjects 

and Institute of  Chartered Accountants in 

England and Wales (ICAEW) (8 out of 15 

subjects). Furthermore, this programme 

is accredited by CPA, Australia.

HU’s Business, Accounting, Finance, 

Economics and Management and 

Finance degrees are well recognized 

by many top universities in the world, 

as testifi ed by the long list of HU 

partner universities. The list consists of 

University of Melbourne, University of 

Queensland, University of New South 

Wales, Australia National University, 

University of Technology Sydney (UTS), 

University of Essex and Northumbria 

University. HU is the only university in 

the world to have a 2+1 articulation 

arrangement with the UQ. This simply 

means HU students can transfer to 

the fi nal year of an undergraduate 

business or commerce degree at UQ 

upon completion of 2 years of their HU 

undergraduate business degree.

A d v e r t o r i a l

HELP Business 
Students Win 
Scholarships and 
Professional Awards

For more information on the 
undergraduate business, accounting, 
fi nance, economics and management 
programmes offered at HELP University, 
please call 03-20942000 or visit HELP’s 
website http://www.help.edu.my 

 Business course mates (From left) Sing Wan, Siu Yen, Melisa, Chee Cheng and Justin,    

 all looking forward to completing their studies in University of Queensland
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1. Critical Thinking              
and Problem-solving
To maintain competitiveness and relevance, 
businesses are pressured to focus on the 
continuous improvement of products 
and processes and how to keep serving 
customers. Toyota, for instance, expects 
that its employees will always commit to the 
three responsibilities: (1) to produce only 
the best quality products, (2) to fi nd ways 
to create better products, and (3) to use 
their knowledge to produce “the cars of the 
future”. As students, you too need to have 
the right thinking skills to solve problems 
you will encounter in your careers. 

Some time ago, Dr Tony Wagner, co-director of Harvard’s 
Change Leadership Group, made a video where he 

presented a topic on “global achievement gap” where he 
outlined the seven most important skills students need to 
become successful. He delivered a powerful message:“that 

colleges tend to short-change even the most capable 
students – Advanced Placements as well as honour students 

– because they have been engaged in the widespread 
curriculum of ‘taking tests’ and ‘passing exams’ making 

students not able to think, reason, analyse”.

Those seven skills are as follows:

Skills Students 
Need To Succeed 
In Their Future7 

2. Collaboration and    
Leading with Influence
We live in a globalised world, where 
national boundaries are loosening in 
terms of commerce. When our students 
eventually fi nd themselves working, 
it is almost guaranteed that they will 
be working as part of a team. Most 
business’ teams have no hierarchy, and 
with this comes the need of being able 
to lead by infl uence. In the 21st century, 
the most effective way to lead is through 
one’s ability to engage people and raise 
the right questions. To do this in a global 
setting, our students need to be able to 
respect and understand each person’s 
individual differences. 

 
e
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www.edudemic.com

6. Accessing and Analysing 
Information
We are constantly bombarded with 
information on an hourly basis. The amount 
of available information in our world is also 
increasing exponentially. Another important 
skill is knowing where to fi nd this information 
and to be able to access it. Also, it is 
important to know be able to analyse and 
interpret this information.

3. Agility and Adaptability
Most individuals will change jobs at 
least ten times during their working 
lives. Thus, it is rare for an individual in 
this economy to have the same job for 
his or her entire career. Even in cases 
where a person fi nds himself working 
for the same company for quite 
some time, the corporation is likely to 
change its role or structure from time 
to time. The person who can adapt 
to a new role and environment as 
things change proves to be the most 
productive staff of the company. 

5. Effective Written and Oral Communication
The number one criticism of college professors and employers is that 
young adults graduating from both high school and college cannot 
communicate effectively. Dr Wagner quotes a Dell senior executive 
who commented that, “the problem with [students’] writing is 
with their thinking.” They cannot analyse and cannot reason. 
Their thinking is as fuzzy as their writing, and they do not know 
how to write with voice. The students do not know how to write 
persuasively or articulate a point of view clearly, which is important in 
any professional setting. 

7. Curiosity and Imagination
Dr Wagner referred to Daniel Pink’s book, A 
Whole New Mind, most specifi cally the case 
where Pink states that, “in a commoditised 
world where every product begins to look the 
same, it is those products that have a more 
imaginative quality, a more playful element that 
is going to capture people’s imagination.”Thus, 
having creative skills is signifi cantly important in 
today and tomorrow’s highly competitive market. 

4. Initiative and Entrepreneurialism
During his presentation, Dr Wagner referenced a conversation with 
the Vice-President and General Counsel of Cisco, Mr Mark Chandler, 
in which he compared two different types of employees: one who 
sets fi ve goals for him or herself and meets all of them with no 
problems, and another who sets ten goals for him or herself and 
reaches only eight of them. Dr Wagner notes that the second type 
of employee is the ideal one because he or she is aware that he/
she is setting bigger goals for himself and the company. Although 
the second employee accomplishes less as a percentage of the 
total, in absolute terms the second employee is more productive 
(which makes Cisco very competitive). Corporations need employees 
who are always pushing the envelope to risking failure in their 
quest for the next innovation – which indicates the relevance of 
entrepreneurialism in today’s world where many governments and 
businesses are trying to nurture start-ups.
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Practically everyone has a 
camera these days and the 
popularity of photography 
has been largely driven by 
social media and many new 
ways of sharing pictures. 
With sites like Twitter and 
photo-sharing apps such as 
Flickr and Instagram, special 
moments can be caught 
as they unfold and shared 
almost immediately, by 
cameras built into laptop PCs 
or smart devices or the latest 
stand-alone digital cameras. 
Everyone can record events 
wherever they roam.

PHOTOGRAPHY
The perfect money-earning hobby 

for a student

COLLEGE CORNER
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Turning a hobby into a part-time profession
However, if a student is considering turning 
his or her photography hobby into a part-time 
profession, he or she needs to ensure the 
photographs taken are of a certain standard. 
There was a time when some sites would 
accept most pictures, but once they have 
grown, they tend to insist that each and every 
shot is up to mark.

While many people consider photography a 
hobby or something fun, there are ways a 
student can use their photo-taking skills to 
earn some extra money. The Internet provides 
ample opportunities for people to build a 
portfolio, get their name out there, and start 
selling their work.

How to Improve Your Pictures
There are many ways a student can improve their chances of having their 
pictures accepted. Sites such as betterphoto.com, National Geographic and 
the BBC all have tips for student photographers; there are a number of 
photography tutorials available online as well.

For students considering submitting their work to a newspaper, reading the 
guidelines can go a long way to improving the chances of the photographs 
being accepted. If the pictures are submitted according to newspapers’ 
standards and the correct dimensions, this will increase the likelihood of 
them being published.

Any student planning on submitting their work to stock photography 
sites should fi rst visit some photography forums. Submit some images to 
the forums and allow other members to give feedback. Comments won’t 
always be kind, and a lot of people might not want to hear them, but it is 
essential for getting pictures accepted the fi rst time.

It should go without saying, but to get the best out of any digital camera, 
it’s essential to read the instructions. In addition, visit the manufacturer’s 
website and forums to get hints and tips on how to improve your 
photography.

Media
The media is always in need of photographs to go with breaking 
news stories or images that depict a unique event. While professional 
photographers are often on the scene for newsworthy events, they 
can’t be everywhere. So, if a student was to witness an event and 
photograph it, they could do extremely well fi nancially by approaching 
the media.

For unique pictures, contact the paper directly. Contact details should 
be available on the newspaper’s website; speak to the editor or to the 
picture editor and see if they can use the material.

Some newspapers will insist on exclusivity, which would still be 
worthwhile as exclusive pictures pay more.

COLLEGE CORNER
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Sell Your Cell Phone Pictures
While some sites will only accept pictures 
taken from a professional camera, in recent 
years several companies that accepts cell-
phone snaps have appeared. Obviously, the 
quality still has to be good and the images will 
have to be newsworthy.

Sites like FOAP will also take images fi lmed on 
Android phones; they’ll accept photographs 
from a huge range of categories. The site 
won’t accept just any picture, though, and 
before a photo can go on the site’s For Sale 
section, it will need to attract fi ve positive 
feedbacks from other users.

Once the picture is up for sale, sellers can earn 
US$5 each time the picture is downloaded. To 
help improve the chances of a sale, take a look 
through the most popular categories and get 
an idea of what really sells. In addition, take 
care when selecting keywords as this is how 
buyers will fi nd your pictures. FOAP can be 
found at: https://www.foap.com/

Photo Agencies
Students can also sell their pictures through photo agencies. These sites 
each have their own way of working. For instance, some will allow 
people to upload their photographs and, if sold, the student will get a 
fi xed fee while the site will take a percentage for facilitating the sale.

One such site is Demotix. They help photographers to sell newsworthy 
pictures and they will split the fee 50/50. The site tries to make it as 
easy as possible for users so they display the kind of images they can 
use on the front page. 

As well as breaking news and current events, Demotix also has a 
need for under-reported stories. This presents a good opportunity for 
students to uncover stories in their local area, record the events on 
camera, and then submit the recordings to media outlets that wish to 
purchase them.

If a photographer can create a set of compelling images that tell a story, 
then there is a good chance that the pictures will sell. If the pictures 
don’t get purchased, the photographer will retain the copyright and still 
have some images to add to their portfolio. Demotix can be found at: 
http://www.demotix.com/

Fiverr.com
Fiverr provides an excellent opportunity to earn some extra money from 
your photography hobby. Many people make extra money by selling 
some of their pictures. Obviously, having some skill with a camera will 
greatly increase the chances of selling something. However, even amateur 
photographers have an excellent chance to sell their work.

For example, a student could take images from their local neighbourhood, 
of landmarks from their nearest town, or divide their pictures into niche 
subjects such as food, fl owers, animals, etc., and sell them as a job lot.

Some sellers compile a job lot of pictures and sell them as stock photos. 
They take a mix of images and sell them in batches of ten to twenty and 
give their buyers permission to use them in their work such as blog posts, 
book projects, etc.

This is a great way to earn additional money for a minimum amount 
of work. Once sellers have made their fi rst few sales and gained some 
positive feedback, getting orders becomes much easier. The same batch of 
pictures can be sold over and over again; all the seller has to do is attach 
and send the images, and once the seller reaches Level 1 status, he or she 
can start to add extras to increase the income that can be earned.

Anyone considering this should have a look at what other people are 
offering and how they can offer something different.
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Now, click away!

eBay.com
The auction site eBay is often overlooked as a sales venue for photographers. However, students can sell 
their prints, and if they can turn their pictures into unique artwork, they might just fi nd a market for their 
images.

Many people don’t like the commissions that eBay charges, but there aren’t that many opportunities for 
budding photographers to get their work out there and eBay has millions of visitors.

For students with their own websites, eBay is an effective way of promoting them. The site allows people 
to set up an “About Me” page, and users on eBay are allowed to add a link to their own websites; it’s 
always a good idea to put a business card along with a web link when packing an order.

As well as eBay, there are many specialist art sites where images can be sold. Try DeviantArt or similar sites.

Stock Photos
Stock photography sites have soared in 
popularity over recent years; however, getting 
pictures accepted can prove pretty diffi cult as 
their standards are much higher these days.

Stock photo sites pay a commission for every 
photo sold; once the seller has accrued enough 
royalties, he or she will be entitled to payment. 
Each site has a different payment level, but it is 
usually set at US$50 or more.

The site will often ask new users to submit 
some sample photos. If they are considered 
good enough, the pictures will be made 
available for download; if they are not, then the 
photographer will usually be offered advice on 
how to improve the pictures.

For the best chance of getting pictures accepted, 
follow all the guidelines; get some advice from 
the forums, as other contributors can often spot 
an issue with a picture that the photographer 
hasn’t noticed; and make sure that the picture 
has a commercial value.

To increase sales, select good keywords and pick 
a niche to specialise in. 

Print on Demand
Another excellent way of making money from photography is 
print on demand. Images can be added to books and sold through 
Amazon, or choose a site that allows pictures to be printed on 
T-shirts, dairies, journals and calendars.

Many of the print-on-demand stores will allow users to set up their 
own stores and sell their products for a commission. The toughest 
part with these sites is actually getting people to fi nd the products, 
but with an effective advertising strategy and a large enough 
range of images, it is possible to make extra income from print on 
demand.

Cafepress and Zazzle are two of the best known sites. Payments 
on Cafepress are made once the seller has made US$25 and 
commissions earned can be paid to a PayPal account.

It is also possible to buy products direct and re-sell them. To 
maximise the profi ts from this, buy when Cafepress are offering 
large discounts; sellers will also earn commissions on products that 
they buy themselves.



Travelling the world for work, study, or 
leisure can be so much fun.Your eyes are 
openedto new cultures and ways of learning, 
and you get to makewonderful friends, 
perhaps for life. But now there are even more 
reasons to get some global experience as a 
student. Did you know that employers love 
hiring students who have global experience? 

Here are fi ve reasons why.

5 REASONS
WHY EMPLOYERS 

LOVE HIRING 
STUDENTS 

WITH GLOBAL 
EXPERIENCE

Global experience will 
boost your cultural intelligence

Did you know that in China it is rude to eat all of 
the food on your plate? Or that in some parts of Russia 

it’s impolite to refuse a shot of vodka that’s offered to you? 
Different cultures have different ways of thinking, and this 

manifests itself in everyday practices and traditions like those 
mentioned above, and also in the art, theatre, and literature of a given 
country. Traveling to different parts of the world other than your native 

land gives you a fresh perspective on how you see the world and interact 
with other peopleandenrichesyour knowledge of different traditions, 

histories, and art forms. 

This type of knowledge,which is better picked up from experience 
than reading about it, is known as cultural intelligence. Employers 

fi nd cultural intelligence very attractive, as it shows that you 
are able to cope with new situations, to interact sensitively 
with new people who may think differently, and to think 

outside the box. These are excellent transferable 
skills that also make you the top choice for 

projects abroad or work in settingswith 
an international clientele.

1.

COLLEGE CORNER
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Learning another 
language makes you very 

employable!
There are many ways to learn a language, but travelling 

abroad and getting some global experience is one of 
the best ways. If you choose to study a modern language 
at university, your course will almost certainly involve an 

element of studying abroad. There are plenty of language 
courses being taught in specifi c cities throughout the 
world that also give you a fantastic taste of regional 

culture. Knowledge of more than one language 
really opens up your career prospects: employers 

who have offi ces in several countries, or a 
bilingual clientele, are likely to favour 

multilingual applicants.

2.

Spread your network 
across the world

Networking is an essential part of a good career. 
Who doesn’t like having a bit of a chat with like-

minded people over drinks and nibbles at a business 
conference, PR event, or dedicated networking session? 
The advantage of gaining some global experience is that 

it increases the pool of people that you network with. 
Travelling to different countries for work or courses 

(either pre-university or as part of your university 
studies) enables you to make potential business 

contacts all over the globe. As you travel and meet 
like-minded people, you might be surprised 

how many of these social contacts 
will become valuable business 

associates someday.

3.

Socialise abroad and 
build teamwork

When your employer sends you off as part of a 
team to complete a project in another country, being 
able to work well with members of that team (often 
comprising strangers) is vital. In a foreign land, your 

people skills will need to be extra good, as there are extra 
pressures like language barriers and cultural sensitivities 
(mentioned in point 1). Getting some global experience 

right now will make tasks like this more enjoyable: 
you will be able to travel with strangers and cope 
with new situations with ease and enthusiasm. 
These skills can only be obtained from global 

experience, not something that can be 
effectively taught on one-day 

training courses.

4.

Volunteer and make a 
difference in the world

It’s great to get a job that suits you and makes 
some great cash. But life isn’t all about money. 

Volunteering abroad is a fantastic way to give something 
back in the world, help improve the lives of others, and 

experience new cultures. Doing things like teaching, 
building houses, or participating in ecological projects for 
free is fantastically rewarding. Global experience of this 
kind looks brilliant on your CV for many reasons. For 

example, it shows employers your wide range of skills, 
and that you are a caring person who is willing to do 
something important for others in an altruistic way. 

Volunteering is also great for giving you some 
perspective on the world, which is an 

absolutely essential trait to have 
when you start working. 

5.

So, what are you waiting for? Get out there and get yourself some global experience, and enhance your job prospects. 
Volunteer, learn a new language, network with contacts across thecontinents, and you will gain skills that will stay with you for 
a lifetime andenhance your job prospects with good employers.

COLLEGE CORNER
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While colleges and universities might offer accommodation facilities to students from far away, most of 
the time they fall short. Often, many students are unable to consider studying at a college or university 
as the accommodation options are limited or too expensive. Parents whose children want to study in 
a particular college or university need to consider this. Students who fund their way into college or 
university also need to add the cost of accommodation into their budget.

Every kind of student accommodation available in and around colleges and universities has its own 
advantages and disadvantages. Here is the  lowdown on each:

What type 
of student 

accommodation 
suits you?

On-campus hostel 
accommodation

Most universities offer accommodation 
to fi rst-year students, which is usually 
a choice between student hostels on-
campus or apartments off-campus. If 
you choose to live in student hostels, 
you will most likely have a roommate or 
two, with a shared bathroom and dining 
hall. Staying off campus in a student 
apartment meanshaving housemates.

It may be diffi cult to decide whether to 
live on-campus, so here is a list of the 
advantages and disadvantages of living 
on campus to help you decide:

Pros
• On-campus accommodation is usually 

the most affordable, and you don’t 
have to go room-hunting off-campus.

• With visitors requiring permission to 
enter the university grounds and being 

prohibited from many parts of the 
hostel grounds, living on-campus is 
safer with the tighter security around. 

• Living on-campus is convenient as you 
do not have to travel far to attend 
classes and extracurricular activities, 
which can be held until late in the 
evening and even at night. This would 
be handy if you do not have your own 
transport and rely on public transport 
and campus feeder buses.

• You get to enjoy the campus facilities 
easier. You can use the gym, library, 
computer labs and sports facilities 
easier due to the closer proximity. 
Each student hostel would usually 
have an in-house cafeteria, so you can 
also have your meals conveniently by 
staying on-campus.

Cons
• You will be living in shared facilities 

which may not have en suite 
bathrooms.

• There might not be kitchen facilities, 
which would be inconvenient if you 
do not like the food served in the 
common dining room.

• You will have limited independence 
as compared to living in rented fl ats 
or homestays.

• From the second year onwards,hostel 
accommodation might not be offered 
or you might have to put up with 
fi rst-year students.
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Private hostel facilities
Such accommodation is often 
considered when in-campus 
accommodation is not an option. These 
hostel facilities are often similar to 
on-campus hostels. However, they are 
pricier and usually located offcollege 
grounds but within the vicinity. 

Pros
• The state of accommodation at private 

hostels tend to be better, as students 
typically pay more in rental that goes 
to the upkeep of the facilities. 

• Private hostel facilities are usually 
taken up by students of the same 
college, so you will likely fi nd fellow 
students there. 

• As the main concern of the hostel 
administration is to maintain law and 
order, you can almost be assured of a 
conducive environment for studies and 
development. No late-night blasting 
of music or noise from partying dorm 
mates, and unauthorised entry by 
outsiders is prohibited.

Cons
• Many private hostels have strict rules 

when it comes to curfew and visitors. 
While students might fi nd such 
environment restrictive, parents will 
be happier.

• Can be pricier for students and parents.
• Private hostels might be located far from 

campus which would mean additional 
cost to travel to and from campus.

• Living in on-campus and private 
hostels comes with a commitment: 
you must stay for at least a semester. 
The accommodation fees are usually 
charged for the semester and are paid 
upfront at the start of each term, so 
you are committed to staying there 
for a whole semester or have your 
money waste should you choose to 
move out before the term ends.

Today there are different kinds 
of accommodations and living 
arrangements for students to 

consider in and around college 
and university campuses. When 
considering your options, the 

fi nancial, convenience and security 
aspects are crucial. Choose the 

ones which will tax you the least in 
terms of money and offer security 

and hassle-free living for your 
college years. 

If you feel you made the wrong 
choice, you can always switch to 
another type of accommodation 
for the next semester or in two 

months, which is the usual period 
covered by depositspaid for a 

rented room or house.

Rented apartments
Many dream of renting flats or 
apartments on their own or with 
their friends. They dream of 
complete independence, going 
out and coming back whenever 
they want. However, consider the 
strengths and drawbacks of this:

Pros 
• You will gain complete independence, 

free from restrictions imposed in 
campuses or hostels.You can have 
friends over and even stay the night 
as and when you like.

• You can choose your roommates 
and housemates, unlike living at 
hostels where the people sharing 
your living space are usually 
determined by the administration. 

Cons
• There are rent agreements and rates 

to consider, which cost more than any 
hostel accommodation.

• There would be utility bills to pay and 
maintenance to account for.

• Keeping an apartment is not easy, with 

fi nancially taxing and time-consuming 
kitchen work, cleaning duties and 
related shopping and bill payments.

• You would need to discuss and agree 
with your fellow housemates on the 
fi nancial matters.Things could get 
ugly if there is a disagreement over 
how expenses are split. 

• Students may need to be more 
disciplined when renting a place on 
their own. Bills and rent need to be 
paid on time and you will need to 
work out a timetable on chores with 
your housemates, unlike in hostels 
where caretakersclean the bathrooms 
and communal areas.

Living at home 
Continuing to live at your family home 
is the other option for students who 
live near to college campuses. 

Pros 
• This is the most fi nancially viable 

option for those who live near the 
campus. You will save on rental, meals 
and utilities. 

• You can gain fi nancial independence 
by earning and saving while staying at 
home during yourcollege years.

• This is the most convenient 
accommodation option, andyou most 
likely will continue to benefi t from your 
mum or domestic helper doing your 
laundry and other chores for you. You 
may even get a lift to campus each day.

Cons 
• Many scoff at the thought of living 

with their parents and forsaking the 
chance to live independently.

• Fun and freedom might be restricted 
at home.
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Canada is known for its excellent quality of life: think vibrant cities, beautiful spaces and 
welcoming multicultural communities. Besides exceptional standards of living, safety and 
fi rst-class healthcare, Canada is also internationally recognised for a competency-based 
teaching approach that prepares students to be productive in the workplace immediately 

after graduation. 

Canadian universities, colleges and polytechnics are primarily publicly-funded and highly 
accountable for quality assurance in teaching, research and campus facilities. Tuition and 

living costs are also very competitive when compared with over top-ranking destinations for 
studying abroad. On average, it costs less for international students to study in Canada than 

in countries such as Australia, the U.S. and the U.K., according to recent research from HSBC.  

Imagine Studying in 
Canada

STUDYING ABROAD
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Canada’s systems of education 
Canada’s college, polytechnics and university system 
commences after high school. You can also choose to 
complete some or all of your primary and secondary school 
in Canada in either the public or private system. Both offer 
quality global graduation standards to continue post-
secondary studies, as well as exceptional student services. 
Beyond high school, career choices are endless with 
thousands of post-secondary options to suit every interest.

Canada represents a tremendous opportunity for students 
to advance their career goals. An increasing number of 
Malaysian students are making Canada their preferred 
destination for post-secondary education, with almost 1,800 
studying there in 2013.

Over 293,000 international students selected 
Canada in 2013 for superior education, access 
to global career opportunities and an exciting 
cross-cultural experience. Choose from among 
Canada’s top-ranked colleges, polytechnics and 

universities for the highest quality education and 
return home with a globally recognised degree.

Canada is a world leader in post-secondary 
research, outpacing most G-7 countries on overall 
investment in education, according to the OECD 
Education at a Glance 2013. 

Universities
Canada’s 125 public and private not-for-profi t universities 
offer high-quality education at relatively low costs. They offer 
a vast choice of undergraduate and postgraduate programs, 
as well as professional designations, certifi cate and diploma 
courses, and short career-focused programmes in fi elds such 
as engineering, business, accounting and actuarial science, 
among many others. Canadian institutions are known 
for their cutting-edge technology and research labs. They 
also provide opportunities for cooperative education and 
internships. Opportunities abound for international students 
who can work during their study programmes.

Research Focus 
Canada’s universities, colleges and polytechnics are engaged 
in innovative research in the fi elds of health, nanotechnology, 
biotechnology, high-performance computing, environmental 
technologies, nutraceuticals and renewable fuels, among 
other sectors. Research and development cross-funding 
between the private sector and post-secondary education 
institutions ranks highly, by international standards.

New economic research is also highlighting the important 
role of universities, colleges and polytechnics as knowledge 
hubs – connecting business, government and post-secondary 
education institutions with commercial fi rms that help create 
marketable applications for a wealth of Canadian-based 
discoveries. If you’ve got ideas to change the world, we’ve 
got the programmes to help you realise them!

The College System
Canadian programmes are taught by highly experienced 
faculty members. Canada’s colleges and polytechnics are 
leaders in applied higher education. Over 8,000 programmes 
at 150 public institutions offer credentials that prepare 
students for the job market. Colleges/ Polytechnic offer 
a variety of recognised credentials including certifi cates, 
diplomas, university transfer programmes, academic and 
applied degrees, and postgraduate diplomas. Programmes are 
available with varying lengths of study, from a few months to 
four years. Practical programmes are designed with potential 
employers that offer work placements. Some colleges have 
transfer agreements with universities and represent an 
alternate pathway to a top-ranking Canadian university.
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Language Training – French and English
Canada is a world leader in second-language 
training, whether for academic upgrading, 
entry to further study, preparation for 
language profi ciency tests, business 
applications, or personal use and enjoyment. 
Language studies are often seen as a 
pathway to further post-secondary education 
opportunities in Canada. English and French 
second-language programmes that can 
shape your accent and vocabulary to fi t 
Canadian educational needs and professional 
life is offered at elementary and secondary 
schools, colleges and universities. A number 
of private language schools and colleges also 
offer programmes exclusively to international 
students and immigrants. Languages Canada 
provides a database of public and private 
programmes that have met or that surpass 
the standards of internationally recognised 
quality assurance. 

Work-study options
Full-time international students who successfully obtain a 
study permit and are pursuing an academic, professional or 
vocational training programme at a designated institution can 
work either on- or off-campus to gain valuable experience and 
help fi nance their stay, while studying in Canada. A study visa 
allows eligible students to work up to 20 hours per week while 
classes are in session, and full-time during regularly scheduled 
academic breaks (for example, winter and summer holidays, 
and spring break). The Post-Graduation Work Permit Program 
allows students who have graduated from a participating 
Canadian post-secondary institution to work in Canada for 
up to three years. Skilled Canadian work experience gained 
through this programme helps graduates who wish to stay 
longer qualify for permanent residence in Canada through the 
Canadian Experience Class (CEC). 

Balancing academic achievement with direct learning in 
a career-related job can provide these students with a 
competitive advantage after graduation. Learn more at 
www.cic.gc.ca

Scholarships and financial aid 
Scholarships are generally based on academic merit and are 
often awarded automatically at the time of admission. Some 
scholarships are specifi cally for international students and 
researchers and require a separate application in which the 
applicant must also often outline their extracurricular activities. 
Learn more at www.scholarships.gc.ca

Admission cycle 
Students can do their own research to identify the schools 
that are the best match for them. The Government of 
Canada’s offi cial site www.educationincanada.ca is a key step 
in accessing useful information. Students can use the site’s 
search feature to generate a list of schools and programmes 
that meets their needs. The admission process usually begins 
in the summer months [May/June/July] when students begin 
to research schools and programmes of interest. Application 
deadlines vary from institution to institution. For schools which 
accept students in September, deadlines range from the fall to 
winter. For schools with intakes in January, and/or May-June, 
the deadline could be several months prior.

Budgeting for a Canadian stay
Canadian tuition offers 
excellent value compared to 
other countries. Depending on 
location and programme choices, 
a recommended annual budget 
for an international student 
can range from CAD$18,000 
to $28,500 (RM52,000 to 
RM83,400) which includes 
tuition, accommodation, books, 
supplies, health care and 
personal expenses (costs may be 
signifi cantly lower in rural areas 
or certain provinces)
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Ideally, students should check the website of every institution, 
which can be found via www.educationincanada.ca. For 
specifi c admission requirements and applications, contact each 
institution directly.

For schools in Ontario, an electronic application process allows 
students to apply to three schools for the same rate. Some 
other provinces also have common application procedures. 
Please visit their websites for more details:

• Ontario: www.ouac.on.ca

• British Columbia: www.pas.bc.ca

• Alberta: www.alis.gov.ab.ca

Education Agents
If you feel the need for professional advice and support in 
your choice for a study destination, education agents can 
be a good resource. However, be careful how you select 
your agent and make sure to verify their credentials. To 
ensure high standards for agents wishing to advise students 
about studying in Canada, the Government of Canada 
established the “Canada Course for Education Agents”                       
(see www.canadacourse.ca). Agents who have passed the 
course and the fi nal exam successfully are listed on the ICEF 
website (see the list at www.icef.com/agent-training/canada-
course/canada-course-graduates/ccgfi nder.html). Look at this 
list and select an agent in your country with the knowledge 
and expertise on study options in Canada. You may also 
contact the Canadian embassy or consulate in your region for 
more resources and support.

Immigration considerations
International students studying for more than six months 
must receive a study permit before arriving in Canada. 
In some cases, a temporary resident visa may also be 
required, depending on your country of citizenship. Details 
regarding applications and requirements can be obtained 
from the Canadian embassy, consulate or high commission 
(www.cic.gc.ca). 

Students planning to study in the province of Quebec must 
also obtain a certifi cate of acceptance (CAQ) from the 
Quebec government before applying for the study permit.

• Consistent high quality of education across      
the country.

• Academic credentials valued worldwide.
• Canada is among the top three OECD countries 

in spending per capita on public post-secondary 
education, according to the OECD. 

• Canada consistently invests highly in education. 
According to the OECD, Canada invests the 
second-highest amount per tertiary student 
among OECD countries every year. 

• Canada has one of the most educated 
populations. According to the OECD, Canada has 
the highest percentage of individuals 25-64 year-
olds (51%) achieving at least college or university 
education, among OECD member countries.

Overall Scores
• Four Canadian universities ranked among the 

Top 100 of The Times Higher Education’s 2014 
World University Rankings: The University of 
Toronto, the University of British Columbia, 
McGill University, and McMaster University; 
and 3 others ranked among the Top 200: The 
University of Montreal, The University of Alberta 
and the University of Ottawa.

• Five Canadian universities ranked among The 
Times Higher Education’s 2014 100 Under 50 
world ranking: the University of Calgary, Simon 
Fraser University, the University of Guelph, the 
University of Québec in Montréal, Concordia 
University; and 4 Canadian universities ranked 
in the Top 100 of the 2014 ARWU Shanghai 
Ranking and 21 in the Top 500. 

• Three Canadian universities ranked in the Top 
50 of the 2013/2014 QS University Ranking and 
22 in the Top 500. 

Key Figures on Education

Canada in the Rankings
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Show Me the M
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Studying and living abroad is a great weight-loss programme for 

wallets and bank accounts. Even so, many believe the benefi ts of 

studying overseas outweigh the costs.

Going abroad takes a great leap of faith and really takes you out of your comfort 

zone. You learn to be independent, immerse yourself in a foreign culture and 

experience a completely new environment on top of learning new things and 

building the foundation of your career. If your years in campus are going to be 

the best in your life, what better place to spend those than in another country?

But how do you experience all that if you’re on a budget? Scholarships, of course.

When thinking of scholarships, however, your exam scores and extracurricular 

record might also come to mind. But that’s not even half of it. Here’s how you 

can obtain fi nancial aid for your college education abroad.
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03

Build An Impressive
 Profile

You have to be someone exceptional, who can contribute 

to college life and the community, whether by being an 

exceptionally good student, experienced champion athlete, a 

musician, an artist, o
r all of that. You have to stand out against 

a sea of competitors, so do something creative like contribute 

to charities, start a business, do internships, freelance jobs… 

anything that strengthens your application’s success. So, 

especially if you’re just starting out in high school and applying 

for university seems far off, make the most out of your time: 

ace your pre-university course and do very well in all your co-

curricular activities. 

Apply Ear
ly

Time management is key. Know 

when the deadlines are and stick 

to them! This will show you’re 

organised and can produce good 

work in good time. 

Apply For
 Many Sch

olarship
s

The more scholarships you apply for, the higher the chances of you getting one. Just like 

how you should always have a contingency plan for everything in case your fi rst 
choice 

doesn’t work out.

You could apply for scholarships at different universities, or apply for different scholarships 

for the same university! For example, a specifi c university might offer both sports and 

academic scholarships, as well as fi nancial bursaries for those who have fi nancial problems. 

If you are truly well-rounded and really need the money, you could apply for all of those 

and see where you fare better. 
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04

Gain Sch
olarship

s Spons
ored By Local 

Companies

In some universities it is 
much more diffi cult to gain scholarships if you are 

an international student. However, that is not the case in all universities, 

where scholarships may be more geared for students from the nation where 

the university is located. 

Some local fi rms offer fi nancial aid or scholarships if you agree to work 

for them after graduating. They’ll foot the bill for your tertiary education 

for that guarantee, especially if you’re pursuing qualifi cation in fi elds or 

industries these companies are involved with. That could be you, if you are a 

promising candidate. 

Sometimes, contacts matter too in gaining these scholarships. For example, 

your parents may know someone important in a company who may be able 

to get in touch with people interested in sponsoring you. Attending seminars 

or events organised by corporations and meeting new people there can also 

make you stand out, too. If you’re truly stuck, a quick Google search will 

yield many options as well. 

You can even go further than local — think multi-national corporations 

(MNCs) you’d love to work for! The brands that you love, who you embody. 

Google, anyone? Facebook? Twitter?

As stated earlier, approach companies related to what you are planning 

to major or do a course in. If you’re going to do fashion with a minor in 

journalism, you may approach a fashion magazine for a tertiary education 

sponsorship. You can choose to start from the bottom if you really want to 

get yourself associated with that corporation. Maybe get an internship there, 

and impress them until they would want to sponsor your college education 

and grant you a position in their corporation after graduation. 

Some companies advertise internship openings on their websites, magazines 

or media outlets, so keep an eye out for those. During your internship, 

make close contacts with the people you are working with so that they can 

recommend you and support you if you want a sponsorship. If not, always 

call the companies you wish to intern in or the ones who you want to 

sponsor you –or send them a direct email informing them your requests and 

perhaps mailing them your outstanding curriculum vitae.

Make Sur
e You Q

ualify

More often than not, students merely 

skim through university or scholarship 

requirements and might miss an 

important qualifi cation which they do 

not meet.

Make sure you’re prepared way ahead 

of the deadline so you can meet these 

qualifi cations. For example, in the US, 

most universities require international 

students to at least have scored a certain 

benchmark for their SATs.

And set the bar really high for yourself, 

so that it su
rpasses whoever you’re 

trying to impress. As mentioned before, 

remember always to plan a few years 

ahead if you’re currently in high school.
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Be Persis
tent And Don’t Give Up

Attitude and mindset is everything. If you have a mindset that is 

dynamic and sees setbacks and rejections as opportunities and not 

failures, then you will have a much higher chance of success and 

happiness in life. It’s p
roven by Carol Dweck, a psychology professor 

at Stanford University.

You have to really push for what you want. You can’t be shy or lazy 

or demotivated because winning scholarships requires an edge, and 

you can’t be ruled out as weak competition. It’s o
kay if you have to 

send and re-send a million emails to the same department, make 

international calls at 3am and have to foot a really expensive phone 

bill. Show the colleges how keen you are and your efforts will 

eventually be recognised. 

All these must be done together, if you want to succeed in 

obtaining a scholarship to the university or college of your dreams.

08

07
Showcase And Prom

ote You
rself With Conf

idence

Universities will see what your achievements and merits are through 

your CV and certifi cates, but they will also judge you based on your 

appearance and what kind of a person you seem to be through your 

writing, emails or Skype if they choose to interview you that way. If 

you appear shy and have low self-esteem, this may throw them off. Be 

confi dent, but not cocky. Promote yourself without being too puffed 

up about it. This is th
e same as asking local companies to sponsor your 

university education. It’s a
ll about your determination, networking skills 

and personality.

Take A Break

If all else fails, don’t worry. Ta
ke some time off your search (but not too 

long!) and make yourself a more appealing scholarship candidate and 

all-rounded individual. Find a cause that you’re passionate about and 

dedicate your free time towards it. D
ocumenting the process and writing 

about it in your college essay or scholarship essay will really make you 

stand out. 

Use this tim
e wisely. Discover yourself and fi nd out what you truly want 

in life. Engage in extracurricular activities (sports, healthy hobbies, etc.), 

learn a new language, improve on what you previously weren’t good 

at – push your own boundaries. Travel the world and open your eyes to 

new cultures and environments. It’s
 all about the experiencing life, not 

just stri
ving for excellent grades.

You’ll learn much more outside the classroom and discover that there 

is so much more to life. And these experiences will make you a more 

learned, wiser person who will submit better applications and stand out 

in the scholarship pool. 

A gap year done right, for instance, can give you so many benefi ts th
at 

will help you at university. Y
ou’ll have learnt so much more skills in terms 

of being social, academically diligent and being independent.

06
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TOP 5
UNIVERSITIES

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

Typically includes designing and programming 
system-level software: operating systems, database 
systems, embedded systems and so on. They 
understand how both software and hardware 
function. Can involve talking to clients and colleagues 
to assess and defi ne what solution or system is 
needed, which means  a lot of interaction and full-on 
technical work. Software engineers are often found 
in electronics and telecommunications companies. A 
computing, software engineering or related higher 
degree is often needed.

Key skills required: Analysis, logical thinking, 
teamwork and attention to detail.

MALAYSIA 
RM46,996

UK
GBP30,265

AUSTRALIA 
AUD63,754

USA
USD94,000

Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology 
(MIT), USA

Stanford 
University, 

United States 

University of 
California, Berkeley, 

United States 

California Institute 
of Technology 

(Caltech),    
United States

Princeton 
University, 

United States



ALSO KNOWN AS: APPLICATION PROGRAMMER, 
SOFTWARE ARCHITECT, SYSTEM PROGRAMMER/ENGINEER

THIS JOB IN BRIEF

CANADA 
CAD59,582
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